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          Sermon for the First Sunday of Lent 
February 21, 2010 

“To live, to follow, to share God” These are words you’re starting to see around the parish, and you’re 
going to see and hear a lot more about them in the days and weeks to come. For years these words have been at 
the bottom of each page of the newsletter. They’re now on the front and back of the service bulletin. They’ll be 
popping up in more places, too. What do they mean? Why are they here? And maybe the most important 
question is, “Who cares?”  

To begin the story, “To live, to follow, to share God” is a kind of “shorthand” version of the original 
mission statement of the church of the Redeemer, adopted some twenty years ago. It reads: “The Church of the 
Redeemer sees its primary mission to be one of spiritual and intellectual growth, both as individuals and as a 
congregation: to show in daily life the love of God: to share the Gospel Message: to become less self-oriented: 
to involve the whole family in the church, and to extend our talents to serve within the community and the 
larger Church: to give spiritual and economic support to the missions of the church at home and abroad.” A 
good, thorough, mission statement, but rather long to be a hot topic at coffee hour. A few years later, the 
Diocese, realizing that most of the American population lives on “sound bytes”, challenged each parish to pare 
down its mission statement to seven words, while still getting its point across. The goal was to make the mission 
statement easy enough for everyone to know, understand, and, hopefully “to live”, from the youngest kids in 
church school to the eldest of parishioners. And that is how we have today, “To live, to follow, to share God”. 
But given the rather short attention span of our human nature, this short mission statement also got buried in our 
memory banks under all the other stuff we need to survive nowadays. 

So, why unearth this bit of buried debris now? Because it’s not merely buried trash, but buried treasure! 
It’s a vital statement of who we, as the Episcopal community of faith here in Sayre, define and envision who we 
are and what we are here for. The vestry is now praying and working to discern what God is calling us to do in 
this place, at this time. We need to look back at what we have been and bring that definition and purpose 
forward to lead us now and into the future. We are planning for the continuing journey of faith at Redeemer 
using this mission statement as the compass against which we measure our vision and also the concrete plans 
that arise from our vision.  

This process isn’t only for the vestry, but for everyone in the parish. You’ll be hearing enough about this 
that we hope that “To live, to follow, to share God” will be a phrase that everyone in the parish from the 
youngest to the eldest will not only know, but think about. What does it mean today to live, to follow, to share 
God? In our lives? In our world? How do we corporately, and as individuals, live, follow and share God in our 
everyday lives? How do we need to change our lives and/or our church to better embody what we say is 
important to us, what we say we believe? Because faith isn’t merely believing something, it means believing it 
enough to put it into practice in our lives. This is the beginning of a process that will take time, be difficult, and 
probably controversial.  
(Continued on page 6) 
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Please! Please!  Please!  Do not bring in 
 any more rummage until further notice !      
 
   

     
 
 
======================================                                                                          

    �

�
Soup and Bread and companionship.  A time 
for eating, a time for conversation and an 
opportunity to study God’s Word. 
. 

We will be studying the Gospel of Luke.  From 
my perspective this is probably a really good 
thing.  I tried to remember what I knew about  

LUKE.   Hmmm, not very much.  I did read “Dear 
and Glorious Physician” So I decided to look 

around the house to see if I had any study material 
that I might have forgotten.  Finally in a bookcase 

in the cellar I found a Guideposts home study 
guide program, called Discovering Luke, it was  

still wrapped in plastic.  So if you know more than 
I do, come and share, if not we can learn together.  

         Supper - 6:15 PM 
Bible Study -7:00 PM 

 

                  DID YOU KNOW?  
The Federal Health Insurance Portability and 
Accountability Act (HIPAA) was enacted to 
protect the dissemination of your medical 
information to anyone but the people you 
officially designate by completing a legal 
document.  While this is a good thing, in 
general, many health care institutions, in an 
attempt to be fully compliant with the provisions 
of this legislation, have interpreted this as 
prohibiting the notification of anyone unless you 
specifically authorize it. While you may not want 
your nosy cousin, Waldo, to know about your 
being in the hospital, you might like your pastor 
to know. In days past church offices were pretty 
much automatically notified if you had told the 
intake recorder that you were a member of a 
local church, but this is no longer the case.  In 
fact, in many hospitals you must expressly  
ask for the church to be notified. If not, the 
presumption is that you don’t want anyone told. 
The best way to make sure we know you’re in 
the hospital, or going into the hospital, is for you 
or a family member to call the rector directly or 
leave a message with the secretary or on the 
answering machine. If you’re going for elective 
surgery, I can visit you at home the night before, 
or meet you and pray with you in the preop 
holding area. Please don’t hesitate to call! 
 
 

                

                    
All men, women and children are welcome to attend 
the March 2nd meeting of St. Mary’s Guild which 
begins at 7:00PM in the Parish Hall.  Our Guest 
speaker will be Lt. Col. Stacy Garrity who will tell us 
about her experiences during her tour of duty in Iraq. 
Lt. Col. Garrity was in charge of Camp Bucca during 
her stay in Iraq.  This will be an extremely interesting 
discussion which you will not want to miss, ALL 
ARE WELCOME!  Please mark your calendar and 
plan to attend so we can give Lt. Col Garrity a great 
showing of support and hear some excellent 
information.            
 
        See you there! 
 
      
 

Quote of the Month 
“ The Church is not a museum for saints 
but a hospital for sinners.” 
                           (Morton Kelsey) 
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Bishop of Bethlehem 
     The Rt. Rev. Paul V. Marshall 
Assistant Bishop 
     The Rt. Rev. John Croneberger 

Preist-in-Charge 
    The Rev. Dr. Andrea P. Baldyga 

Senior Warden 
     Bruce Carpenter 

Junior Warden 
     Ted Burrows  

Clerk of the Vestry  
     Terri House 

Treasurer  
     Chuck Preston 

Vestry Members 
     Joyce Anderson 
     Margaret Cole  
     Glenda Hinsman  
     JoAnn Lumley  
     Gretchen Rentschler 
     Tracie Shambo  
     Victoria Stewart  
Deacon  
     The Rev. Hazel Hunt  

Organist-Choir Director 
     Marcella Chaykoskey 

 Secretary 
     Jerry Evans  

Office Hours  
     Weekdays, 8:30 – 11:30am  

Office: (570) 888-2270 
Email: credeemer2@stny.rr.com 

      

 
Katie Moreno     2 
Loyd Moreno     3 
Vicki Judson     7 
Helen Fitzgerald    8 
Victoria Frisbie    9 
Jared Watson    12 
Thomas Cocco   12 
Thomas Dix    13 
Jill KIormanik    13 
David DeKay, Jr.   14 
Tricia Johnson    14 
Parker Keeffe-Jones   14 
Raymond Nobles, Jr.   14 
Rachel Shambo   14 
Travis Barnes    15 
Jeffrey Hunt    15 
Stacy Mack    16 
Clinton Stewart   18 
Anthony Quattrini   19 
Alex Murrelle    20 
Fred Luther    20 
Neil Carpenter    21 
Jeff Stewart    22 
Dorothy Drake   23 
Craig Lewis     23  
Max Bennett    23 
May Perry    25 
Virginia Crowley   26 
Daye Moreno    28 
              

 
 
James & Justine Magurno  11 
Elwyn & Louise Morningstar  16 
Randall & Mitzi Mohn  24 
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FEBRUARY VESTRY HIGHLIGHTS  

 
Treasurer’s Report – Chuck Preston noted that one thing that came up at the Annual Meeting was 
miscellaneous income.  He is working with Jerry to get this posted in the proper accounts.  Under Miscellaneous 
Expenses, we are not sure where we should be putting expenses for Rev. Cal Adams.  The bill for the Christmas 
flowers was put against the income account where the money went into.  One of the biggest things is the credit 
card.  This needs to be broken out into the proper categories.  The Finance Committee needs to meet and decide 
where things need to go.  We also need to clean up old accounts which are not used any more.  We will be 
creating a list for Jerry to use so she knows where to put things 
Youth Group/Church School – Bishop’s Day with the youth went very well.  Tuesday, February 16, Shrove 
Tuesday, the Youth Group will serve a pancake supper from 4:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.  Glenda Hinsman advised 
that St. Mary’s Guild will give the Youth Group $100.00 for expenses for the pancake supper. 
 
Property – An extensive discussion was held regarding the reactions of the congregation to the roof repair 
news.  One part of the roof was replaced in the late 1980’s.  Vestry discussed replacing the slate with 
composite.  Chuck Preston presented the name of Leelands Inc. as a contractor to obtain another bid from.  A 
church in West Virginia used them and was very pleased.  They have a good reputation.  It was decided that we 
would: 

1. Collect further information from Leelands 
2. Explore alternative roof options 
3. Get Leeland’s here and have them make suggestions and give us a couple options. 

Ted Burrows will call Leelands tomorrow. 
Worship Committee – The Valley Clergy Association wants to have a service at Redeemer on Good Friday 
from 12 noon until 3:00 p.m.  The Worship Committee will meet on Thursday, but we see no reason not to host 
this service. 
 
Archdeacon Visit – The Archdeacon is scheduled to visit on Tuesday, February 23 at 6:00 p.m. as a lead in to 
the Bishop’s visit in early March. 
Bishop Visit – The Church School children will be presenting a special song.  The sign will be put out front.  
We will have a reception in the Parish Hall and will issue invitations to other churches.  We will also put an 
article in the newspaper.  A discussion was held as to who could chair a committee for the reception.  Joyce 
Anderson will get in touch with Alice Bennett to ask her to chair and see if Kim Davenport and Doreen Mashall 
will assist her.  It was decided that we would order the cold cut trays and ask people to make salads and deserts.  
There will be one service on March 7.  We will also put an announcement in the bulletin.   
Fund Raising Dinner – On March 20, Shari Stroud will chair a fund raising dinner of ziti and meatballs with 
home-made deserts to raise money for the roof repairs.  We will put an article in the newspaper and people can 
buy tickets at the door.  We need a commitment by all members of Vestry to help with this dinner. 
It was noted that there was no attendant in the nursery this past week.  We also need a second person to assist 
with the nursery.  Margaret will call the school of nursing to see if anyone is interested.  We are working on a 
picture of the Youth Group for the newspaper in relation to Souper Bowl Sunday, which collected $405.09. 
****************************************************************************************** 
    
 
 

  
  To our own Mary Geffert who at last month’s St. 
Mary’s Guild meeting shared with us her moving 
and inspiring story of her brother’s capture and 
rescue in Holland during World War II. 

St. Mary’s Guild Financial Audit  
A special thank you to Donna Howard who has once 
again spent hours completing the audit of  the St. Mary’s 
Guild checking and savings accounts, as well as our Fall 
Fair fundraiser. 
                               Glenda Hinsman, Treasurer 



 To Live – To Follow – To Share God    
 Page # 5 

 
      
The Church of the Redeemer Youth Group collected $405.09 for our annual Souper Bowl event on February 6 
and 7.  This is the 12th year we have participated in this nationwide event with all proceeds going to the Valley 

Food Pantry.  The total amount raised nationwide this year was $6,670,888.00. 
  

Jesus said, “let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, tor the kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these.” 
 

 
 

                                                                      The Children’s Corner 

  “The Pretzel Prayer”      
Many years ago, people crossed their arms over their breasts while praying. It is thought that originally pretzels 
were made by monks to resemble arms crossed in prayer. These little breads were called “littlearms” or 
“bracellae.” The Germans called the bread brezel, or pretzel. Hence we have the word pretzel today! 
 
Try putting a pretzel on each person’s plate at lunch or dinner and read the “pretzel prayer” or try praying over 
some homemade pretzels of your own! 

 
Lord, Bless these breads which remind us of the early Christians who 
crossed their arms in prayer. May we always be reminded by the sight of 
these pretzels to pray to you with grateful hearts. Amen. 

 
Homemade Pretzels    
1 1/2 cups. warm water             4 cups flour 
1 cake or pkg. yeast               1 egg  
1 tsp salt     coarse salt 
1 Tbs. sugar       
 
Dissolve the yeast in warm water. Add salt and sugar. Blend in flour. Knead until smooth. Cut into small pieces. 
Roll in ropes and twist into shape .Place on lightly greased cookie sheets. Brush the pretzels with beaten egg 
.Sprinkle with coarse salt. Bake at 425 degrees for 12 - 15 minutes. 
                          
   (Courtesy of the diobeth website, Submitted by: The Rev. Debra Kissinger)             
 

Redeemer Youth Group Raises 
Record Amount for Valley 
Food Pantry 
 
            Picture from left to right: 
Back row - Emily Schamel.  Front row - 
 Neil Carpenter, Tiffany Mezzarone, Liz Cocco,  
Valley Food Pantry Director, Stacia Sullivan 
 and Trisha Stewart 
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(Continued from page 1)  Sermon for the First Sunday of Lent 
And there’s no time better to start such journey than today, the first Sunday of Lent, when we begin to 

follow our Lord Jesus Christ on his journey full of the Holy Spirit, fresh from the waters of Baptism in the 
Jordan, where he was acknowledged by God as his own son, into the desolation of the desert. He needed the 
isolation of the desert to define for himself what being beloved of God meant and what that identity required as 
a response. Jesus could have stayed in the desert for as long as he could survive, simply luxuriating in that 
affirmation, never venturing back into the pain and chaos of a world he knew wouldn’t accept him. But he 
didn’t. For forty days he pondered and prayed to find the road his Father had set for him. The temptations 
themselves helped him to clarify the road he would walk. Even if they came from the devil, their results would 
have been quite helpful for Jesus to have quick success in winning the hearts and minds of the people of Israel. 
It would have been much easier for Jesus if he had been a “bread” king, giving people everything they wanted. 
It would have been much easier if he could have had instant world domination to ensure his message was heard 
and obeyed. It would have been much easier if he could have provided displays of power more spectacular than 
the opening ceremonies of the winter Olympics. But then he would not have been the kind of Messiah the 
Father expected him to be; not a king, but a suffering servant, who died on a cross, yet rose from the dead on the 
third day defeating death’s dark power forever. This is the road that we walk with Jesus during these forty days 
of Lent. When we follow him on this journey our lives can be changed so that we become more and morel like 
him. Our lives can be so changed that we can share him with strangers, friends, and even family, in everything 
we say and do.  

   
Palm Sunday  
Holy Eucharist and Blessing of Palms - Sat. March 27, 5:15 pm; Sun. March 28, 8 and 10:30 am 
 
Evening Prayer in the church, Monday-Wednesday, 5:15 pm 
 
Wednesday in Holy Week, 7 pm - Youth Group Holy Week Service 
 
Maundy Thursday, April 1, 7 pm - Holy Eucharist and Stripping of the Altar 
All night vigil in the Church 
 
Good Friday, April 2 
Noon-3 pm - Community Good Friday Service 
3 pm – Stations of the Cross 
7 pm – The Liturgy of Good Friday  
 
Holy Saturday,  April 3, 7 pm - The Great Vigil of Easter and Festival Eucharist 
 
Easter Sunday, April 4 - Holy Eucharist, 8 and 10:30 am 
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                               Saturday, March 20, 5 to 7 PM  
 
The menu will be Baked Ziti and Meatballs with Bread, Salad and Homemade Desserts! 
The Cost for Adults is $7.00; Children 4 through 12, $4.00; Children 3 and under free. 
                      
 Our chef will be Shari Stroud, assisted by vestry and parishioners. We will be soliciting  

 our parishioners to donate HOMEMADE pies and desserts.  .  
                                                                   
 

 
 
 
    

 
 
 
 
 
 

   

 

March 14th is the day we lose an hour of 
sleep, so mark your calendars now.  
 
It’s embarrassing to arrive at church in time for 
the coffee hour!  Just ask me I’ve done it more 
than once!  Jo-Ann 
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