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Annual Meeting held last Sunday, January 23rd.
The Annual Report was emailed a week ago last Thursday and sent out by US Mail to all
who requested a copy. Elected to Vestry were: Jeff Watson, Betsy Schumacher and Diane
Siebecker. Jeff and Betsy are beginning their second consecutive term and Diane is beginning her first. Continuing on the Vestry are Linda Murrelle, Doreen Marshall, Debbie Zurn,
Alice Bennett, Ruth Barber, and Margaret Cole. We gave our heart felt thanks to Bruce
Carpenter who completes his second term at the end of this month. Fortunately for us,
Bruce is eligible to be appointed Treasurer by the Vestry annually for as long as he is willing to serve. Thank YOU to all of you who made the effort to attend, either in person or via
our on line meeting platform, Zoom.

Alternatives to the winter blahs For those of us who are unable to escape the doldrums of winter by heading south, the question becomes how can we generate our own sunshine and warmth? Is there a way we can
gather and recapture the fun and fellowship we have enjoyed in the past AND keep one another safe? Ever the optimist, Pastor Melinda thinks the answer to this is a resounding
“yes” - she just doesn’t know the specifics of how just yet. Here are two of her ideas:


Trivia Night over Zoom. Teams from Redeemer and St. John compete in a friendly rivalry. Youth strongly encouraged to round out the teams.



Shrove Tuesday Pancake supper on March 1 at a local restaurant - someplace where we
can practice social distancing AND still enjoy one another’s company. Best of all, someone else cooks!

Please share with Pastor Melinda your thoughts about how we can maintain our sense of
community and what that activity might be. Of course, we hope you will also participate in
the Lenten Bible Study.

Led by Pastor Scott Harvey
He would like to know which one you might be interested in. Below is the list of the possible books for
both congregations to read together. Please let Pr. Scott know which is your preference. His email address
is rev.scottharvey@gmail.com. Please let him know of your choice by February 3rd.
Rev.scottharvey@gmail.com Dates are Monday March 7th which would then end on April 11th. From
6:30pm –8 pm.
Title

The Lord’s Prayer:
John: The Gospel of
The Meaning and Power Light and Life
of the Prayer Jesus
Taught
Adam Hamilton
Adam Hamilton

Seven Words: Listening
to Christ from the Cross

Adam Hamilton
guides us to really
know—and really
pray—the Lord’s
Prayer. He explores
each of its rich lines
and their meaning in
the Bible, illuminating what we ask of
God and what we
ask of ourselves
through its words.
And he teaches us
how to use it as a
pattern for our own
prayer life.

Adults, youth, and
children alike can
experience a season
of spiritual growth
and life-changing renewal in this study.
You’ll follow the life,
ministry, death, and
resurrection of Jesus
through the Gospel
of John and understand the context of
some of the bestknown verses in the
New Testament.

In Seven Words, Susan Robb looks at
Christ’s final words
on the cross from a
biblical and historical perspective,
showing how we can
find life and hope in
them.

Sessions

6 Sessions

6 Sessions

6 Sessions

Cost

$13.99 + tax

$12.99 + tax

$11.99 + tax

Author
Description

Susan Robb

Scripture Reflection
Reflecting on the Gospel (from Feasting on the Word)
In Jesus’ first sermon, he referred to two scriptural stories to illustrate God’s love. Why did that so enrage
the congregation that they wanted to kill him? Do some of Jesus’ teachings still enrage us today?
Reflecting on the Epistle by Lewis F. Galloway :
These words on the primacy of love can help the church in conflict understand that there are some things
more important than being right or powerful or honored. If those within the church do not do what they do
in a spirit of love, then all religious talk, knowledge, piety, and sacrificial giving add up to nothing. Without
love, Christians are like the salt Jesus described as having lost its savor and not good for anything except
being “thrown out and trampled under foot” (Matt. 5:13). Those who think they have gained everything by
standing on principle, dominating others, or by being right, have lost it all.

Black/Brown History Month
February 1st begins “Black History Month” and during this month we will try to share with
you some interesting history starting with; Did you know that Bishop Michael Curry is the
first African American to serve as presiding Bishop in the Episcopal Church?

Presiding Bishop Curry was ordained to the diaconate in June 1978, at St. Paul’s Cathedral,
Buffalo, NY, by the Rt. Rev. Harold B. Robinson, and to the priesthood in December 1978,
at St. Stephen’s, Winston-Salem, NC, by the Rt. Rev. John M. Burgess. He began his ministry as deacon-in-charge at St. Stephen’s, Winston-Salem, in 1978 and was rector from 19791982. He next accepted a call as rector at St. Simon of Cyrene, Lincoln Heights, OH, serving from 1982-1988. In 1988 he was called to become rector of St. James’, Baltimore, MD,
where he served until his election as the 11th Bishop of the Episcopal Diocese of North
Carolina in February 2000.

Throughout his ministry, Presiding Bishop Curry has been active in issues of social justice,
reconciliation, speaking out on immigration policy and marriage equality.
In his three parish ministries in North Carolina, Ohio, and Maryland, Presiding Bishop
Curry had extensive involvement in preaching missions; Crisis Control Ministry; the
founding of ecumenical summer day camps for children; preaching missions; the Absalom
Jones initiative; creation of networks of family day care providers; creation of educational
centers; and the brokering of millions of dollars of investment in inner-city neighborhoods.
As Bishop in the Diocese of North Carolina, Presiding Bishop Curry instituted a network
of canons, deacons, and youth ministry professionals dedicated to supporting the ministry
that happens in local congregations. He refocused the Diocese on The Episcopal Church’s
Millennium Development Goals through a $400,000 campaign to buy malaria nets that
saved over 100,000 lives.

If you have any interesting facts on “Black History Month” that you would like to share
with us pleas email the church office at parishadmin@redeemersayre.org.
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Ministry Participants for Sunday 1/30
Reader
Rose Carpenter
Acolyte
Kayla Marshall
Presider at Eucharist:
The Rev. Melinda Artman
Preacher: The Rev. Scott Harvey
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Reader
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Acolyte
Rylee Morrow
Presider at Eucharist: The Rev. Scott Harvey
Preacher: The Rev. Melinda Artman

