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Stations of the Cross: Beginning March 9 -April 13,
on Wednesdays at 12:05 p.m. we will walk the Stations of the Cross here at Redeemer. Then at 12:30
p.m. at St. John there will be mid-day Eucharist followed by Dwelling in the Word, a short Bible Study.
Youth Group will meet this Sunday the 6th after the
11 a.m. service.
Lenten Book Study begins on Monday, March 7th at
6:30 p.m. in the South Wing at St. John Lutheran
Church.

An Invitation to A Holy Lent
Dear people of God: The first Christian's observed
with great devotion the days of our Lord’s passion
and resurrection, and it became the custom of the
Church to prepare for them by a season of penitence
and fasting. This season of Lent provided a time in
which converts to the faith were prepared for Holy
Baptism. It was also a time when those who, because of notorious sins, had been separated
from the body of the faithful were reconciled by penitence and forgiveness, and restored to the
fellowship of the Church. Thereby, the whole congregation was put in mind of the message of
pardon and absolution set forth in the Gospel of our Savior, and of the need which all Christians continually have to renew their repentance and faith.
I invite you, therefore, in the name of the Church, to the observance of a holy Lent, by self examination and repentance; by prayer, fasting, and self-denial; and by reading and meditating
on God’s holy Word. And to make a right beginning of repentance, and as a mark of our mortal
nature, let us now kneel before the Lord, our maker and redeemer. BCP p. 264

Lenten Discipline Ideas
During Lent, we will be providing some examples of spiritual tools and resources to help with
your journey of preparation towards Easter.
•
•
•

A daily or weekly “examen” which asks two simple questions: What am I most grateful
for? What am I least grateful for?
Give up a meal and place the money that would have been spent on the meal to help a charitable cause.
Read the scripture reading from the Eblast before the Sunday service and reflect on them.

New Season/Different Prayers and Service Music
As we say “good-bye” to alleluia, we also say “good-bye” to the Gloria and Eucharistic Prayer B. That particular prayer is based upon the incarnation and so is perfect for Advent, Christmas and Epiphany. Instead, our Eucharistic focus will be Eucharistic Prayer A, our most traditional prayer. During Lent, we do not sing the Gloria and turn to a more penitential song, the
Trisagian, asking for God’s mercy. This weekend’s services will begin with The Great Litany.
For the rest of Lent, our services will begin with “A Penitential Order.” This Order and the
Litany recognize and acknowledge that we fall short of God’s expectations, we are sorry and
we resolve to do better. Our service music also changes to reflect the somber nature of the season, however, we are using tunes we have sung in the past. Finally, our post-communion prayer will change to one we haven’t used in quite awhile and yet is more suitable to this season.

Our Lenten Study Group begins on March 7th from
6:30 p.m.—8 p.m. at St. John Lutheran Church in
the South Wing. We are looking forward to exploring
the selected book “John The Gospel of Light and
Life” by Adam Hamilton.
Please read the first chapter prior to the first class up
to page 28.
Scripture Reflection

Readings for Sunday: Deuteronomy 26:1-11
Psalm 91:1-2, 9-16
Romans 10:8b-13
Luke 4:1-13
Reflection on the Gospel (from Feasting on the Word)
In Luke 4:1–13, the devil tempted Jesus to turn stones into bread, to take control of the kingdoms of the
world, and to perform a spectacular stunt that would “wow the crowd.” Jesus refused to take control in
these ways. Instead, Jesus chose another way to feed hungry people, to demonstrate what the kingdom of
God looks like, and to enter Jerusalem humbly. Why do think Jesus chose another way to “do justice” and
what are some ways that you and your faith community practice justice in his name?

Reflection for the Epistle by Callista S Isabelle (from Daily Feast: Meditations from Feasting on the
Word) Imagine someone who is deep in the valley of doubt and despair. With
hands thrown up in desperation, she shouts, “Jesus, are you even there?” Can
this be considered an attempt at a confession of faith? Are these the words that
Righteousness by Faith have placed on her lips? Is not addressing such a plea
for help to God a statement of loyalty and trust, even when the plea is uttered
with a shaking voice? Stated another way, if we name our places of doubt, are
they not somewhere on the path of confessing that Jesus is Lord? The one who
calms the storm and shows his wounded hands can also hold our doubts.

How is the Church described in the Bible?
The Church is those who are “called out,” (ecclesia in Greek) to be “the body of Christ,”
of which Jesus Christ is the head, and all Baptized Christians are members (1 Cor. 12:27;
Eph. 4:15; Col. 1-18). It is built on the foundation of the apostles and the prophets (Eps.
2:20). It is called the People of God, the New Israel, a holy nation, a royal priesthood, and
the pillar and ground of truth. (from Questions of the Way: A Catechism based on the
Book of Common Prayer and the Book of Common Prayer).

SUNDAY S CHOOL NEWS
The Lent Program for Sunday school this
year continues to be the Heifer International. The Lenten mite boxes are distributed to the students for their daily donations. At Easter the mite boxes are returned to the church and the money donated by the students is combined with
the congregation’s donations. This is
sent to Heifer International for the purchase for, or toward, the suggested animal. In the past the Sunday school students
(and congregation) have purchased fish, chickens, water buffalo, pigs, or another
renewal resources. They enjoy choosing the item to buy. The Heifer group will
then choose the families that need the renewal resource to help the family become
self-supportive.
For your convenience mite boxes for your Lenten donation and loose change jar
for this organization are in the front of the church. Please make checks payable to
the Church of the Redeemer with “Heifer” in your notation line.

RECYCLABLES
Recyclable bottles and beverage cans continue to be
collected by the Sunday School. The money received
from the collected items is donated to the Heifer organization throughout the year.

We are looking for 4 people to compete on
behalf of Redeemer or St. John on March 27
at Sayre Christian Church for Trivia Night.
Are you up for a challenge? If so please let
Pastor Melinda know.

Ministry Participants for Sunday 3/6
Reader
Gretchen Rentschler
Acolyte
Emily Marshall
Presider at Eucharist:
The Rev. Scott Harvey
Preacher: The Rev. Canon Melinda M. Artman
Ministry Participants for Sunday 3/13
Reader
Rose Carpenter
Acolyte
Kayla Marshall
Presider at Eucharist: The Rev. Canon Melinda M. Artman
Preacher: The Rev. Scott Harvey

Loyd Moreno 3/3
Jared Watson 3/12

2021 Giving Statements: If you did not receive your 2021 giving statement please let
the office know. You should have received them by now. While we emailed some to those
that prefer to receive them that way, those who rely on US Mail may not have received
them. We want to be sure you get your giving statement!

We have a wonderful resources for Lent entitled “Illustrated Lent for Families.” We
cannot reproduce it here, however, if you are interested (and you don’t have to be in
a family!) you must contact the church office by phone during normal business hours
or email the office @parishadmin@redeemersayre.org.

When Can We Take Off Our Masks?
The CDC updated its guidelines last Saturday and now
70% of America can now go without masks when indoors.
Unfortunately, we fall into the other 30% although we are
getting closer to joining the majority. Using the simple color scheme of red, yellow and green, those of us in red status are still advised to wear masks when indoors, even those of us who are vaccinated. As a result, we will continue to follow our diocesan protocols and wear
masks when worshipping together indoors.

Leadership News
March Convocation meetings

The Diocese of Bethlehem is gathering by Convocation in March for a fun preview of Spring
Event – 2022, to hear updates from Assembly Conveners, and to hear from Bishop Kevin
about his excitement for the progress we are enjoying for parish searches and our Canon Missioner ministry. Everyone is invited to attend their Convocation’s meeting night, between
March 7 and March 10, 2022. These one-hour meetings will be online via Zoom at 7:00 p.m.
Online registration is required; for more information and to register, please visit the diocesan
website:
click here.

Gather 22 – Hope Renewed
Gather is the Diocese of Bethlehem’s annual formation event. Gather 22 – Hope Renewed will
occur on Saturday, April 30, 2022, from 8:00 a.m. to 6:30 p.m. at the Split Rock Resort in
Lake Harmony, PA.
This event features the Very Rev. Dr. Kelly Brown Douglas, Dean of the Episcopal Divinity
School at Union Theological Seminary.
Session descriptions: click here.
Ctrl click on the register now button to register and
Ctrl click on the “click here” for more information. You can also visit www.diobeth.org for
more information.

Lutheran World Relief Project
During Lent we invite you to partner with St. John Lutheran Church and participate in the
Lutheran World Relief Project by collecting items to help build school kits to benefit School
aged children right here in our area. On the following page in an information sheet to help
assist you in selecting what is needed. We do not need any draw-string back packs. Someone
has offered to make them You may bring your prepared kits to church during Lent and we
will ensure that they get distributed to our local schools. There is a display available in the
Narthex so you can pick which items you will donate. Our goal is to collect enough materials for 50 bags.

Temptation of Christ

