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Patrick, bishop, missionary to Ireland, died 461
A native of Britain, Patrick was kidnapped by pirates at age sixteen and
sold into slavery in Ireland. After a few years, he escaped, returned home,
and entered the ministry. While raised in a Christian home, it was not until
he was kidnapped that he decided to follow Christ. Once he returned
home, he started to study to become a priest. He had a dream asking him
to return and walk with them. Despite some opposition from the church,
Patrick was willing to “become a slave to Christ” to spread the Gospel.
Returning to Ireland, he successfully served as a bishop and missionary
there.
https://www.persecution.com/2021-03-st-patrick/

Happy St. Patrick’s Day

Reminder of our Masking Requirements
When do I have to wear a mask?


Wen you are visiting the office



If you are at risk for severe illness



If you are feeling unwell. (But please stay home and worship with us online.)

Anyone may wear a mask without question. Otherwise it is up to you to decide.


Per directive from the Diocese, our clergy MUST wear a mask when presiding at

Eucharist.

The Red Cross will hold a blood drive here at St. John on Tuesday, March 22 in the South
Wing from 12-5 p.m.. THE NEED FOR BLOOD IS URGENT.

Redeemer’s Boy Scout Troop 4019 will be holding a rummage sale here in the Parish Hall on Saturday, March 26 from
8 a.m. to 2 p.m. This is the first sale that they have been able
to hold here since the pandemic began. Stop by and show
them your support and search for that treasure you have been
looking for.

Stations of the Cross: You are invited to walk the Stations of the
Cross here at Redeemer Wednesdays at 12:05 p.m. through April 13th. Then at
12:30 p.m. at St. John there will be mid-day Eucharist followed by Dwelling
in the Word, a short Bible Study. No Eucharist will be celebrated in the Parlor
on Wednesdays during Lent.

Youth Group will meet this Sunday the 20th after the 11 a.m. service. We
will continue our Lenten program and
have some fun too! We hope to see you
there!

Lenten Study Group continues Monday, March 21,
at 6:30 p.m. in the South Wing. We’re looking at the Gospel
according to John featuring the book by Adam Hamilton entitled: John the Gospel of Light and Life. We’re reading Chapter 3 this week. For those who missed the second night, we
talked about miraculous signs of water being turned into wine
and the healing of the blind beggar. We talked of the characters in the stories and what each character did in the story.
One major topic was being spiritual blind and how the church
can respond to this spiritual blindness.

Lenten Discipline Ideas
During Lent, we will be providing some examples of spiritual tools and resources to help with
your journey of preparation towards Easter.
• Utilizing a Taizé prayer as a form of mediation prayer. There are online live prayer
services that some people find meaningful.

• After reading scripture, start writing your own devotionals. It helps some people to
focus on what they read, along with having given them an opportunity to see their
spiritual growth over time by having a written record. There are instructional guides
available to help with the process.

• Start your own daily journal that you record your thoughts for the day. Some people
record a summary of what they felt was important at the end of the day prior to going to
sleep.

Scripture Reflection
Scripture Reflection
Readings for Sunday: First Reading: Isaiah 55:1-9
Psalm 63:1-8
Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 10:1-13 Gospel: Luke 13:1-9
Reflection
Luke 13:1–9 tells the story of a fruitless fig tree that the owner is ready to cut down. The gardener, however, asks for a little more time. The gardener wants to tend and cultivate the soil
in the hope that figs may yet grow. The [Year C, Vol. 1, p. 118] gardener is open to a different
future for this tree, in spite of its present condition. Think about my own life, or the life of
someone I love, in relationship to this story: What needs special tending? What will cultivate
the “soil” of daily life so that new growth, new possibilities, might emerge? And what can I
learn from this gardener about allowing for a different outcome, a new possibility?
Reflection on the Epistle by Casey Thompson from
Paul’s rhetoric is clear: all of our ancestors were shielded by God, all passed safely through
the sea, all received the leadership of Moses, all ate spiritual food and drank spiritual drink,
but most of them failed to please God. Should the church, either at Corinth or in America,
think that it is too sophisticated, high-minded, or modern to fall into superstition and idolatry,
then it should hear these warnings ringing out from Paul’s letter, suggesting that our spiritual
practices do not provide the protection from sin that we think they might. Idolatry is still a sin
that tests us.

Lutheran World Relief Project
During Lent we invite you to partner with St. John
Lutheran Church and participate in the Lutheran
World Relief Project by collecting items to help
build school kits to benefit School aged children
right here in our area. On the following page in an
information sheet to help assist you in selecting what
is needed. We do not need any draw-string back
packs. Someone has offered to make them You may
bring your prepared kits to church during Lent and we will ensure that they get distributed to
our local schools. There is a display available in the Narthex so you can pick which items you
will donate. Our goal is to collect enough materials for 50 bags.

By Golly—we miss you!
We think we are seeing the light at the end of the COVID
tunnel and some of the folks that we used to see week after week have not been to worship with us since the pandemic began. We want to reach out and let them know
they are missed. The plan is to send a card that we all sign
to those former regulars when we come to worship. These
cards will be available for you to express your good wishes starting THIS WEEKEND. We
don’t want to overlook ANYONE. So … who do you miss? Please let Pastor Melinda or
Jerry in our office know.

CANNONBALL SUNDAY (A HOMECOMING OF SORTS)
We are planning to really celebrate the RESURRECTION and
not just on Easter Sunday (which is April 17.) We’re planning
a long overdue potluck supper immediately after worship on
Sunday April 24. Mark your calendars NOW and SAVE THE
DATE. We have catching up to do and bread to break together.

What is Holy Eucharist, which
is also known as the Sacrament of the Altar
(from Luther’s Small Catechism) or the
Lord's Supper or Holy Communion?
The Catechism in the Book of Common Prayer defines it as: The Holy Eucharist is the sacrament commanded by Christ for the continual remembrance of his life, death, and resurrection, until his coming again. [BCP 859]
From the Gospels of Matthew, Mark, and
Luke, the Sacrament is the true body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ that Jesus instituted
himself for us to eat and drink which provides us forgiveness of sin, life, and salvation given to
us in the sacrament. We hear the words in church during the Great Thanksgiving of the words
of institution "Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night in which he was betrayed, took the bread,
gave thanks, and broke it and gave it to his disciples and said, 'Take; eat; this is my body which
is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.' "In the same way he also took the cup after
the supper, gave thanks, and gave it to them and said, 'Take, and drink of it, all of you. This cup
is the New Covenant in my blood. which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this,
as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me'. This is a conflation of texts from 1 Corinthians
11:23-25; Matthew 26:26-28; Mark 14:22-24; Luke 22:19 which can be found in The
small Catechism by Martin Luther. It also strengthens our relationship with Christ and one another with the foretaste of the heavenly banquet per Book of Common Prayer.

Ministry Participants for Sunday 3/20
Reader
Margaret Cole
Acolyte
Rylee Morrow
Presider and Preacher
The Rev. Cannon Melinda M. Artman
Ministry Participants for Sunday 3/27
Reader
Glenda Hinsman
Acolyte
Emily Marshall
Presider at Eucharist: The Rev. Canon Melinda M. Artman
Preacher: The Rev. Scott Harvey

Fred Luther

3/20

Neil Carpenter

3/21

Craig Lewis

3/23

Jordan Goodrich 3/24
Jim Shay

3/24

The most recent editions of Forward
Day By Day and Our Daily Bread are
now available in the Narthex.

God wants us to bear good fruit!

