CHURCH OF THE REDEEMER
Eblast

March 31, 2022

LOOKING AHEAD
Holy Week Schedule
Palm Sunday 11 a.m.
Maundy Thursday 7 p.m. @ SJLC
Good Friday 7 p.m.
Easter Vigil 7:30 p.m. @ SJLC

Lutheran World Relief
Project

(Note: There is no separate Saturday 5:15
p.m. service at Redeemer)
Easter Service 11 a.m.

PLEASE BRING YOU
SCHOOL SUPPLIES that
you have collected back to
church by April 3. So far, together with St. John, we have
collected enough supplies to
fill 32 backpacks! Thank you
to everyone that has helped to
Reintroducing the Offertory
Starting the first Sunday in April, we will be asking our greeters and ushers to
bring forward the bread and wine from the back of the church during the singing of an offertory hymn. We will leave the offering plate at the current location and ask the usher to bring the plate forward after the elements have been
delivered.

Love to sing? Share your voice with us!
We need song leaders to help us make a joyful noise unto the Lord. Beginning Easter Sunday, come to church at least 20 minutes early to rehearse the hymns. Ability to read music is NOT required. Then, sit at the
front of the church (reserved seating!) and face the congregation when
singing the hymns. When you do this, you’ll help the rest of us participate in worship.

RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVE 4/4-4/5
In partnership with the Robert Packer Hospital and the American Red Cross, St. John Lutheran Church is hosting a blood
drive on Monday afternoon from noon until 5 and Tuesday
morning from 8:30 until 1:30. The need for blood is critical;
please consider donating. You can sign up using the Red Cross
app or going to https://www.redcross.org/give-blood.html

Our Youth gathers at 12:15 p.m.
Young people from both St. John and the Church
of the Redeemer are invited to gather in our parish
hall Sunday after church. We’ll be continuing our
Lenten programing.

Restoring and rebuilding our various ministries:
Have you been an acolyte, a reader, a Eucharistic Minister, an usher, a greeter, counter, or
an Altar Guild member? How about turning on and monitoring our tablet so those who
can’t come to church can participate on line? Would you like to be involved in one of these
ministries? As the necessary COVID restrictions recede we would like to involve as many
of you as possible in making worship happen as gloriously and joyfully as possible. If you
are asked to participate in these ministries please consider saying “yes.” Or, you can proactively call our parish office and say “here I am Lord (or Jerry) pick me!”

Stations of the Cross: You are invited to walk the Stations of the
Cross here at Redeemer Wednesdays April 6 at 12:05 p.m. Then at 12:30 p.m.
at St. John there will be mid-day Eucharist followed by Dwelling in the Word,
a short Bible Study. No Eucharist will be celebrated in the Parlor on Wednesdays during Lent.

Wednesday Lenten Holy Eucharist
Is being celebrated every Wednesday in Lent beginning at
12:30 p.m. at St. John Lutheran Church. Join Pastor Scott
as he presides over a simple Eucharist, followed by a brief
Bible Study on the Sunday readings.
Noon day prayer is offered on Redeemer’s Facebook page
beginning at 12:05 p.m.

Lenten Study Group continues Monday, April 4, at
6:30 p.m. in the South Wing. We’re looking at the Gospel according to John featuring the book by Adam Hamilton entitled:
John the Gospel of Light and Life. This past Monday, after
watching the video, we discussed why Jesus prayed that his
discipled be one like he is one with God after his death. We
also examined where the church has succeeded living out as
disciples of Christ and where it can improve. The week, we’re
reading Chapter 5 The Arrest, Trial, and Crucifixion of the
King this week. One of the planned discussions will be the
actions and words spoken during the arrest, trial and crucifixion of Jesus. You may want to compare the stories in the Synoptic Gospels, Matthew 26:57-68. 27:1-14; Mark 14:53-65,
15:1-15; Luke 22:54, 63-71, 23:1-12.

Lenten Discipline Ideas
During Lent, we will be providing some examples of spiritual tools and resources
to help with your journey of preparation towards Easter.
• Prayer is connecting to God. Scheduling more time dedicated to prayer and
strengthening one’s relationship with God is always a good thing.

• A simple walk enjoying God’s creation.

• Photographing, drawing, and painting can be a wonderful creative way to
connect our spiritual heart to the heart of God that longingly waits for us.

Scripture Reflection
Readings for Sunday: First Reading: Isaiah 43:16-21
Psalm 126
Second Reading: Philippians 3:4b-14
Gospel: John 12:1-8
Reflection on the Gospel from Feasting on the Word
John 12:1–8 draws our attention to three people: Mary, Judas, and Jesus. It is easy enough to
identify Mary as “the good disciple” and Judas as “the bad disciple” not only in this story but
also in the larger story of Jesus’ life and death. We can (and do) make this judgment: Mary is
accepted and affirmed, while Judas is rejected. But is this the judgment that the other person
in the story would make? As one commentator puts it, “… if Jesus came to save the lost, surely there is no one in the gospel story who is more lost than the one who betrays Jesus…. If the
Good Shepherd can and does go to any length to save a lost sheep, is Judas beyond the saving
grasp of the Good Shepherd?”† This is not a question with an easy answer. As this story ushers you into Holy Week, consider how the cross, the grace of Christ, speaks to this story and
to your own life story, which like most life stories may not be a simple “either/or” example of
faithfulness, but a “both/and” mix of faithfulness and unfaithfulness.
Reflection on the Epistle by Barbara Brown Taylor from Daily Feast: Meditations from
Feasting on the Word
One of the most interesting phrases in the whole lection comes in verse 9. Paul’s right relationship with God and neighbor does not come from the law, he says, but through “faith in
Christ.” This makes faith sound like something that Paul does, but the phrase can also mean
“through the faith of Christ.” In this view, Paul’s only hope of acting right at all is because of
Christ’s faith in him. This makes faith sound like something that Christ does.

The parish potluck returns on 4/24
Now that we can (more or less) safely gather, we’re
planning a potluck for Sunday, April 24 after church.
Dust off your favorite potluck recipe or try a new one!
Not only are we anxious to break bread together once
again, how lovely it will be to share fellowship with
one another!

St. Mary’s Guild Rummage Sale
St. Mary’s Guild will hold a rummage sale on May 6th from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. and May 7th
“Bag Day” from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. They will be accepting donations of your hidden treasures,
but they WILL NOT be accepting large appliances, electronics ,
or books. Deliveries must be made from the church parking lot
to the back door of the building. If you have any questions please
contact Rose Carpenter. (607) 221-6797 . We are looking forward to a big turn out.

Mother’s Day Plant Sale

Church of the Redeemer Mother’s Day Plant Sale
This year the Mother’s Day Plant Sale will run from Saturday April 2nd –
Sunday, April 24th.
Orders and payments are due Sunday, April 24th to guarantee delivery by
Sunday, May 1st.
Order forms are on the table in the church. Please make checks payable
Rose Carpenter and include your telephone number on the order form.
Rose can be reached at (607) 221-6797 or (570) 888-1648.
Thank You for your Support!!

to:

Easter Flowers for Church Altar
To place an order either fill out this order blank or call the church office (570) 888-2270 Deadline to order is
April 7, 2022
 Single Lilies (5 + blooms)

$15.00 #_____

 Double Lily (10+ blooms)

$30.00 #_____

 Mums-6 ” Pot

$12.00 #_____

 Azalea (6” Pot)

$20.00 #_____

 Hyacinths (6” Pot)

$12.00 #_____

 Hyacinths (8” pot)

$18.00 #_____

 Hydrangeas: (Multiple Blooms)

$23.00 #_____

 Tulips ( 6” Pot)

$12.00 #_____

 Tulips ( 8” Pot)

$18.00 #_____

From: ____________________________________
In Memory of: _____________________________
_____________________________________
______________________________________
Phone Number:
 Paid

Check ______

Cash_______

Ministry Participants for Sunday 4/3
Reader
Amy Murrelle
Acolyte
Kayla Marshall
Usher
Glenn Murrelle
Presider at Eucharist
The Rev. Scott Harvey
Preacher
The Rev. Canon Melinda M. Artman
Ministry Participants for Sunday 4/10
Reader
Diane Siebecker
Acolyte
Rylee Morrow
Usher
Walter Chaykosky
Greeter
Phoebe Marshall
Presider at Eucharist: The Rev. Canon Melinda M. Artman
Preacher: The Rev. Scott Harvey
Zachary Murrelle

4/3

Verlyn Warrington

4/5

Janice Watson

4/9

As we try to transition back to some of the prepandemic routines, we are hopeful that we can
count on those of you that used to be a regular part
of our worship service to once again participate.
Beginning in April we will be enlisting ushers
once again as part of our worship service. Please watch your email or snail mail for dates that
we are hopeful you will be willing and available to serve. Thank you!

Mary shows her love for Jesus.
Mary took a very expensive bottle of perfume and poured it on Jesus' feet. She wiped them with her hair, and
the sweet smell of the perfume filled the house.

