CHURCH OF THE REDEEMER
Eblast

April 21, 2022

Bishop Kevin Nichols’ Easter Message:
Dear Beloved Bethlehem,
In front of the tomb, Jesus called Mary by her name, and Mary turned.
Prior to this, she was disconsolate, her emotions raw. After all, the one whom she
had followed and loved had been crucified. She had witnessed the violence enacted on him
with her own eyes and that was her truth. The empty tomb, and the belief that someone had
taken his body was also her truth. She had seen him die, and she knew him to be dead.
Then Jesus called her name, shattering what she thought she knew.
As her body turned, her mind and her heart had to also turn, for she could no longer hold
onto the historical Jesus, the man whom she had followed for almost three years. Jesus, the
Christ had risen and something new was happening in real-time.
In our real-time, the world is rapidly changing, and we are grieving. Our ideas
about Church have been shattered while at the same time we are still witnessing Covidrelated deaths. Our hearts are heavy with war, violence against people of color, inequality,
and the legislative attacks on voting rights, women’s reproductive decisions and
the LGBTQIA+ community. It seems as if we have come to an end.
Yet, Jesus is calling our name, inviting us into transformation, a new way of being
and seeing.
As God spoke through Isaiah,
“See, I am doing a new thing!
Now it springs up; do you not perceive it?
I am making a way in the wilderness
and streams in the wasteland.”
Isaiah 43:19
Like Mary on that day outside the tomb, let us turn to Jesus and be resurrected.

Join us on 4/24 for a
Potluck
Not only are we anxious to break
bread together once again, how
lovely it will be to share fellowship
with one another!
The church will provide the main
dish which will be ham. Please
bring a side dish, dessert or beverage with enough to serve 6.

St. Mary’s Guild Rummage Sale
St. Mary’s Guild will hold a rummage sale on May 6th from 9
a.m. to 3 p.m. and May 7th “Bag Day” from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m.
They will be accepting donations of your hidden treasures, but
they WILL NOT be accepting large appliances, electronics , or
books. Deliveries must be made from the church parking lot to
the back door of the building. If you have any questions please
contact Rose Carpenter. (607) 221-6797 . We are looking forward to a big turn out.

Mother’s Day Plant Sale

Church of the Redeemer Mother’s Day Plant Sale
This Sunday, April 24th is the deadline to order your flowers.
Orders and payments are due Sunday, April 24th to guarantee delivery by
Sunday, May 1st.
Order forms are on the table in the church. Please make checks payable to:
Rose Carpenter and include your telephone number on the order form. Rose
can be reached at (607) 221-6797 or (570) 888-1648.
Thank You for your Support!!

St. Mary’s Guild Meeting
St. Mary’s Guild will meet on Tuesday, May 3rd at 6 p.m. downstairs in the Parish Hall. They
will have a Potluck dinner. Please bring a dish to pass and your own table service. At 7 p.m.
our guest speaker will be Joan Schoonover, and she will share with us adventures from her
tour of Egypt and Jordan. All ladies of the Parish are invited to attend.

St. Mary’s needs your help!
We will be setting up for they rummage sale on May 5th at 9 a.m. and are in need of people to
help sort and setup for the sale. Please mark your calendars and plan on coming out to help
make our rummage sale a great success. Thank you!!

April 24th is Earth Day Sunday
A Day to celebrate the gift of God’s Creation

Scripture Reflection
Readings for Sunday:
First Reading: Acts 5:27-32
Psalm 11814-29
Second Reading: Revelation 1:4-8
Gospel: John 20:19-31

Reflection on the Gospel by Nancy Claire
Pittman from Daily Meditation from Feasting
on the Word
Ultimately in the Gospel of John, it is those who believe without seeing who are the true followers of Jesus. This is confirmed in the words that Jesus speaks, over the head of Thomas, to
those readers who will not be able to see in the years ahead, “Blessed are those who have not
seen and yet have come to believe” (v. 29). The only one who does this within John’s resurrection narrative is the Beloved Disciple, who runs to the tomb, sees absolutely nothing, and
believes. It is he who verifies the truth of these written words at the end of the Gospel: “This
is the disciple who is testifying to these things and has written them, and we know that his
testimony is true” (21:24).

Confession goes on hiatus during the Easter Season.
The rubrics in the Book of Common Prayer, say we may omit the Confession “on occasion.”
Within most Episcopal Churches, the confession is omitted in the Easter season. The rationale for this is that the time for confessing is over (Lent) as we have now entered a season
that is full of Divine grace (Easter). As we emerge from the precautions of the pandemic, as
we resume more normal activities, we become the embodiment of resurrection as a parish
family. We are invited to share God’s forgiveness and reconciliation through Christ with our
neighbors. How shall we live into the Divine grace we have been given this Easter season?

Ministry Participants for Sunday 4/24
Reader
Rose Carpenter
Acolyte
Rylee Morrow
Usher
Glenn Murrelle
Greeter
Amy Murrelle
Presider at Eucharist: The Rev. Canon Melinda M. Artman
Preacher: The Rev. Scott Harvey
Ministry Participants for Sunday May 1
Reader Margaret Cole
Acolyte Emily Marshall
Usher Walter Chaykosky
Greeter Phoebe Marshall
Presider at Eucharist: The Rev. Scott Harvey
Preacher: The Rev. Canon Melinda M. Artman

Joyce Brennan

4/21

Tracy McCutcheon

4/21

Mary Brougham

4/22

Lisa Cole

4/29

90th Birthday Celebration!
For those of you that know Floyd Williams, a
parishioner at St. John, please know that he
will celebrate his 90th birthday on April 28th.
Cards with good wishes on this occasion would
be most welcome. Please send cards to 406 S.
Keystone Ave. Sayre, PA 18840. Thank you.

The Wednesday 12:05 p.m. Eucharist
Resumed on April 20th. We hope to see you there!

The Parish Park Fair
(formerly know as the Street Fair)
Is coming back on June 4th. More
details in the coming weeks.

