CHURCH OF THE REDEEMER
Eblast

May 5, 2022

To all mother’s, step mothers, grandmothers and those who fill the roles of
mothers. We wish you a blessed and joyous Mother’s Day.

In honor of Mother’s Day, there will be NO Youth Group. We look forward to
gathering on May 15 at Church of the Redeemer.

BRADFORD COUNTY IS THE COMMONWEATH’S HOT SPOT.
Here is the CDC classification for Bradford County and its
recommendations for keeping one another safe:
HIGH RISK
In Bradford County, Pennsylvania, community level is High.
Wear a mask indoors in public
Stay up to date with COVID-19 vaccines
Get tested if you have symptoms
Additional precautions may be needed for people at high risk for severe illness

We are returning to wearing masks indoors for all events. Please stay six feet away from
people not in your household. Keep every other pew empty please. We don’t want to see a
return of the blue tape. Thank you for your cooperation.

RUMMAGE SALE
Given the high rate of transmission in Bradford County, we are taking the cautious approach and delaying the St. Mary’s rummage
sale. It is now being planned for late June.
If the numbers improve, we’ll hold the event
indoors and if they don’t it will be an outdoor
event. We are happy to take your contributions at any time during regular office hours.

Scripture Reflections
Readings for Sunday:
First Reading: 9:36-43
Psalm 23
Second Reading: Revelation 7:9-17
Gospel: John 10:22-30

Reflection on the Gospel by Gary D Jones from Daily Feast: Meditations from
Feasting on the Word
In this passage from John’s Gospel, Jesus says to his demanding inquirers that he
has already told them plainly what they need to know. The trouble is that the way
Jesus has told them is through his works. In other words, it seems that Jesus’ role
and identity cannot be reduced to a title; instead, his role and identity must be experienced. This becomes clear in the analogy of the sheep and shepherd. The sheep
know and trust the shepherd, not because they have gone through any sort of rational, intellectual discernment, but because they have experienced the shepherd
and his “works.” In the same way, a child knows and trusts his or her mother because of experience, not reason, and it is not an accident that Jesus elsewhere says,
“whoever does not receive the kingdom of God as a little child will never enter
it” (Mark 10:15; Luke 18:17).

Reflection on Acts by Joseph S Harvard from Daily Feast: Meditations
from Feasting on the Word
Today’s story about a woman being raised from the dead challenges our assumption that we are left to our own devices to fix our predicaments—or, more to the
point, that our predicaments are not fixable at all. We live in a world where the
familiar nursery rhyme about Humpty Dumpty has tremendous influence.
Humpty Dumpty is broken, and the common assumption is that putting him
back together again is an impossible task. That is just the way it is—but not according to Acts.
Acts tells us that those who belonged to the Way (9:2) were empowered to “turn
the world upside down” (17:6). So in Acts we keep reading stories about conversions, healings, and life after death. This community empowered by the Holy
Spirit was not content with the status quo.

Reflection on Revelation by Michael Pasquarello from Daily Feast: Meditations from Feasting on the Word
During the past generation, “church growth” has been a popular emphasis in
North American Christianity, exported by means of a global market. It is significant, then—during a time when we are warned of continuing decline in church
membership, attendance, resources, and influence—that John invites us to join
him in contemplating a most impressive sight. John’s Revelation does not tell us
to do, but to see, to become attentive recipients of, a vision given by God. What
we see is a huge throng standing before the throne of the Lamb. How is that for
“church growth”? The multitude we see is innumerable. The whole creation is
represented, with members from all nations, tribes, races, and languages. John
summons us to look beyond our own fearful conditions and circumstances to behold the glorious completion of God’s saving promises, which began with the
call of Abraham and Sarah.

INTRODUCING PARISH PARK FAIR!
SATURDAY JUNE 4 10:00—3:00
HOWARD ELMER PARK
After a two-year hiatus, the Street Faire is coming back as the Parish Park Fair! We have invited St. John to team up with us as we host a newly named Parish Park Fair in early
June. The new name reflects the joint nature of the event and the name “Street Faire” is being used by the Sayre Business community.
For our bake sale, we need your help! PIES! Cookies, brownies, breads, bars—we need
your baked goods for the BAKED GOODS table at the Parish Park Fair. Pies seem to be a
big hit—fruit pies especially—and all homemade baked goods sell very well! Treats can be
delivered to the Church of the Redeemer on Saturday morning (June 4) before the event.
Please let us know if you can bake for us! Contact Jeri Mullen at 607-237-5382 (email
jjmullen413@gmail.com) or Alice Bennett at 607-426-1528 (email madmaxmom@yahoo.com) THANKS and God Bless.
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My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow me. I give them eternal life, and they shall never
perish; no one can snatch them out of my hand. John 10:27-28 (NIV)

