CHURCH OF THE REDEEMER
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May 19, 2022

Dear Beloved in Christ:
The deliberate targeting of the African-American community in Buffalo last Saturday is deeply disturbing.
More disturbing is that the shooter comes from near-by; in a community very similar to ours. As more information is uncovered and reported in the press, it becomes clear that the shooter’s friends knew of the plan,
which suggests that the friends approved of the plan. As part of a faith community, and as part of our responsibility to share the Good News that we are all God’s children, deeply loved by God, we must decry and
denounce the evil that transpired at a Tops Supermarket in Buffalo. We need to do more. Prayer is always
appropriate. Yet we need to do more. I suggest that the more we need to do as a community is carefully examine our values and attitudes towards people who appear different from us. We can do this in a variety of
ways.
Last week’s reading from the Acts of the Apostles has Peter recounting a vision that prompted him to interact with Gentiles – a group that Jews did not socialize or interact with whenever possible. Logic and reason
did not convince his fellow Jewish-Christians, it was the power of a story. So, we can read stories or invite
others to tell their story so that we can understand how not being white is a handicap in our society. Two
summers ago, some of us read Waking Up White by Debbie Irving. Many who did so found an upper-class,
white woman from Connecticut (which describes Debbie Irving) unrelatable. Allow me to suggest we collectively read and discuss Caste by Isabel Wilkerson. I have a copy of the book and it is readily available at
our local libraries. We can also read more academically oriented books, especially by Kelly Brown Douglas,
Dean of Union Theological Seminary and a nationally recognized leader and sought after speaker. She was
the Gather 22 keynote speaker for our diocese at the end of last month. Her books are hard for me to read,
not because the language is difficult, but because of how the Anglican/Episcopal Church has treated and affected people of color. For me, it was like learning about someone deeply loved having committed a hideous
crime. The beloved, however, can surely change. Which leads me to another alternative we could take together.
For the summer, we might begin a program called Becoming the Beloved Community. This is an initiative of
the Episcopal Church and you can read about it in detail here: https://www.episcopalchurch.org/belovedcommunity/
The program is meant to be tailed to individual communities, looking at our own context. It is also meant to
be a way of discipleship, meaning it is a journey not a destination in and of itself. It’s content covers
“Telling the Truth,” “Proclaiming the Dream,” “Repairing the Breach,” and “Practicing the Way.” Please
do let me know what you might be willing to participate in and join me in helping the Kingdom become evident right here in the Valley.

Canon Melinda +

PARISH PARK FAIR!
SATURDAY JUNE 4 10:00—3:00
HOWARD ELMER PARK
After a two-year hiatus, the Street Fair is coming back as the Parish Park Fair! We have invited St. John to team up with us as we host a newly named Parish Park Fair in early
June. The new name reflects the joint nature of the event and the name “Street Fair” is being
used by the Sayre Business community.
For our bake sale, we need your help! PIES! Cookies, brownies, breads, bars—we need
your baked goods for the BAKED GOODS table at the Parish Park Fair. Pies seem to be a
big hit—fruit pies especially—and all homemade baked goods sell very well! Treats can be
delivered to the Church of the Redeemer on Saturday morning (June 4) before the event.
Please let us know if you can bake for us! Contact Jeri Mullen at 607-237-5382
(email jjmullen413@gmail.com)
or Alice Bennett at 607-426-1528
(email madmaxmom@yahoo.com) THANKS and God Bless.
Of course, in addition to your baking abilities, we’ll need your help setting up, staffing the
booths, and of course, cleaning up. If you are willing to do any of these things, please see
Margaret Cole.

Scripture Reflections
Readings for Sunday:
First Reading: Acts 16:9-15
Psalm 67
Second Reading: Revelation 21:10,22—22:5
Gospel: John 14: 23-29

Reflection on the Gospel by Geoffrey M St. J Hoare from Daily Feast: Meditations from Feasting on the Word
Freedom from anxiety is directly related to our putting our whole trust in God’s grace and
love, which becomes possible as we remember that love created us for love.... Most families know what it is like to be at
a family gathering wondering whether great aunt so-and-so
will have too much to drink or uncle whoosit will have one
of his “spells.” In the same way, most families know how
everyone calms down when father gets home from work or
when mother steps in and takes charge. The capacity to be
nonanxious helps others to calm down as well. This is not
unlike what happens in the presence of God or in a time of
peace that is not as the world gives. We see this reality at work in the ministry of the risen Jesus. Consider that occasion after the resurrection when the disciples were afraid and gathered
behind locked doors. “Jesus came and stood among them and said, ‘Peace be with
you’” (20:19). Jesus was and is the non-anxious presence of God.

Youth Group will meet this Sunday, the 22 at approximately 12:15 We look forward to seeing you there. We plan on finishing up at 1:45 p.m.

Two new ministries begin at Redeemer
When you walk into the church, you’ll see something new on the white table. The first is a gas can.
We’re asking you to deposit your loose change
(although paper money is perfectly acceptable!) into
the can. The proceeds from the can will be used to
purchase gift gas cards for those in need. We all
are feeling the pinch whenever we fill up our tank,
and it must be even more painful for those who do
not have enough to meet basic needs already. The
label on the can reads “Love Inc. Love in the name
of Christ. Your change goes a long way in filling a
tank. Help us meet needs and change lives.”
The other is a “Prodigal Box.” Its purpose is to gather the names of those who
are “prodigals” in our lives and then to
pray for them. Simply write the name of
the person you want reconciliation with
on the white card (in the dish) and place
it in the box. In community, we will
pray for those who have been named.

Canon Melinda away 5/21—5/25 … and Pastor Scott will be
here! As part of her diocesan duties, Canon Melinda is expected to visit another parish
at least once a month. This Sunday Canon Melinda will be presiding and preaching at our
near neighbor, Trinity Athens. Then on Monday, she will be leaving for Lancaster to take
part in a clergy conference with the Diocese of Central Pennsylvania. She returns late
Wednesday afternoon. Pastor Scott will preside and preach here on Sunday and be available for any pastoral emergency while Melinda is away.

Coming Soon
Vacation Bible School will take place on July 18th-21st from
6– 8 p.m. Prepare for a
Zoomerang good time as we walk about Australia and discover
some amazing animals and sites. More importantly, like a
boomerang we will be returning to what the bible says about the
value of life and how we are all marvelously made in God’s image. So, grab your sunglasses and prepare for an amazing
Zoomerang adventure. As the time draws near we will send out reminders.

With the combine efforts of the Sunday School and congregation's Easter mite boxes and the
recyclable bottles/cans program, we will able to donate $392.06 to the Heifer International.
After much debate over the various animals and countries, the Sunday School has decided to
request that PIGS be purchased with this donation.
On behalf of the Sunday School staff and children,
Thank you!!

Ministry Participants for Sunday 5/8
Reader Glenda Hinsman
Acolyte Emily Marshall
Usher Rick Rhodes
Greeter Mary Rhodes
Presider at Eucharist: The Rev. Canon Melinda M. Artman
Preacher: The Rev. Scott Harvey
Ministry Participants for Sunday May 29
Reader Rose Carpenter
Acolyte Rylee Morrow
Usher Bruce Carpenter
Greeter Phoebe Marshall
Presider at Eucharist: The Rev. Scott Harvey
Preacher: The Rev. Canon Melinda M. Artman

Gabriel Felt

5/24

Michael Felt

5/24

Donald & Dawn McCutcheon 5/27

God is with me when I am afraid.

