CHURCH OF THE REDEEMER
Eblast

June 16, 2022

MASKS OPTIONAL FOR MOST
The CDC has changed the risk of infection rate in Bradford
County from “High” to “Moderate.” This means the CDC
recommends that people may choose to mask at any time.
People with symptoms, a positive test, or exposure to someone with COVID-19 should wear a mask. (Although if you
are positive for COVID, we hope you stay at home!) With
the “moderate” rating, the blue tape will come down and parishioners may choose to wear a mask when in the building,
however, it is no longer a requirement. We do ask that you
wear a mask when coming into the office. Per diocesan guidelines, clergy must mask when
s/he is presiding at Eucharist. We strongly encourage all our parishioners to be up-to-date
on available vaccines.

SUMMER WORSHIP ANNOUNCED
We are resuming joint summer worship with St. John Lutheran Church beginning Sunday July 3. Worship will
begin at 9:30 A.M. We will worship in air conditioned
comfort at St. John for the five weeks of July. We then will
switch to Church of the Redeemer in the Parish Hall starting August 7. Saturday 5:15 pm service will meet in the
Parlor starting June 18. No change to the 12:05 Wednesday
service.
As authorized by “Call to Common Worship” the agreement that allows us to be in full communion with one another, our worship will be a blend of Evangelical Lutheran Worship and the Book of Common Prayer (or Enriching Our Worship)

Prayer Group
Pastor Scott is starting a prayer group for both congregations. If you are interested
in joining, please email Pastor Scott at Rev.ScottHarvey@gmail.com to be added
to the prayer list. Once a week, Pastor Scott will email you the prayers, and you
can pray them at anytime in the week. You will not need to respond to the emails
or meet as a group. The group will give people who are interested in praying for
the members of the congregations an opportunity to do so.

In preparation for the fall Bible study on the Book of Exodus, you may want to
read the following during the summer:
Exodus for Normal People by Pete Enns
Exodus by Richard Elliot Friedman
Moses by Charles Swindol
(For historical fiction)

Juneteenth (Emancipation Day, Freedom Day, and Black Independence Day) falls this Sunday,
June 19, 2022; it is a federal holiday commemorating the emancipation of enslaved AfricanAmericans and is celebrated here in PA.
The Racial Justice and Reconciliation Task Force invite you to celebrate with us this Sunday at
5:00 pm on zoom (registration link below). Also, I've attached a liturgical resource by the Diocese of California, which you can adapt for your service on Sunday, and a brief description of
the holiday to include in your bulletins.

Register for our Juneteenth 2022 Celebration.
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZ0udOGrrjwoHtWSqIeMyLbRPzpnhfvbDEAm
After registering, you will receive a confirmation email about joining the meeting.
Juneteenth

On June 19, 1865, two and a half years after President Abraham Lincoln’s historic Emancipation Proclamation, U.S. Maj. Gen. Gordon Granger issued General Order No. 3,
which informed the people of Texas that all enslaved people were now free. Granger commanded the Headquarters District of Texas, and his troops had arrived in Galveston the previous day.
This day has come to be known as Juneteenth, a combination of June and 19th. It is also called
Freedom Day or Emancipation Day, and it is the oldest known celebration commemorating the
end of slavery in the United States
General Order No. 3 states:
“The people of Texas are informed that, in accordance with a proclamation from the Executive
of the United States, all slaves are free. This involves an absolute equality of personal rights
and rights of property between former masters and slaves, and the connection heretofore existing between them becomes that between employer and hired labor. The freedmen are advised
to remain quietly at their present homes and work for wages. They are informed that they will
not be allowed to collect at military posts and that they will not be supported in idleness either
there or elsewhere.”
While the order was critical to expanding freedom to enslaved people, the racist language used
in the last sentences foreshadowed that the fight for equal rights would continue.
Taken from Archives.gov

Scripture Reflections
First Reading: 1 Kings 19:1-15a
Psalm 42 & 43
Second Reading: Galatians 3:23-29
Gospel: Luke 8:26-39

Scripture Reflections
Reflection on the Gospel by Elaine A Heath from Daily Feast: Meditations
from Feasting on the Word
This story reveals much about the love of God. We do not know how the Gerasene man fell into his pitiful state, but he is not unlike homeless people today, who
wander the urban wastelands of bridge abutments and alleys. Many of them are
mentally ill, unable to live a normal life with a job, family, home, or basic necessities. Homeless people are at much greater risk of being victimized by assault,
rape, and murder, the demonic legions that plague our streets. The homeless are
“unclean” and unwelcome in most communities, inhabiting situations from which
few are able to return to ordinary life. Every city has its Gerasenes.

Reflection on the 1st Kings by Haywood Barringer Spangler from Daily
Feast: Meditations from Feasting on the Word
To be sure, certain of life’s pressures—for instance, to achieve a certain professional status or conform to certain expectations—may distract from God’s call.
Quiet time apart may be important for listening to God. Nonetheless, discerning
God’s call may bring other pressures, for instance, putting communal before personal good or taking an unpopular stand. This passage invites us to seek critical
distance from our lives and listen carefully for God’s voice, possibly to move beyond certain pressures and to embrace others.

To all the fathers, grandfathers, stepfathers and those who fill the roles of father’s, we
want to say thank you and

St. Mary’s Guild will hold a rummage sale on Friday June 24th from 9a.m.—2 p.m. and June
25th will be “Bag Day” from 9 a.m.– 12 p.m. Set up will
take place on June 23rd from 9 a.m. until done. Remember that many hands make light work , and we could use
your hands. If you would like to volunteer to help set up,
work the sale, or clean up afterwards please contact Rose
Carpenter or Linda Murrelle. There will also be a sigh-up
sheet in the church this Sunday.

Beginning this Saturday, the 18 our 5:15 p.m. service will be held in the parlor, where we can
worship together in the comfort of air-conditioning.

We still have some delicious ground beef & cabbage soup for sale. You can purchase a small
container for $5 or a large container for $10.

The Mediterranean Eats Food Truck will be in the parking lot on July 26th and all
of the proceeds earned from sales on this day will be donated to Redeemer. Tell
your friends and come out on that day to treat yourself to some wonderful tasting
Mediterranean food and benefit our church at the same time.

Ministry Participants for Sunday 6/19
Reader Diane Siebecker
Acolyte TBD
Usher Rick Rhodes
Greeter Mary Rhodes
Presider at Eucharist: The Rev. Canon Melinda M. Artman
Preacher: The Rev. Scott Harvey
Ministry Participants for Sunday June 26
Reader Margaret Cole
Acolyte Kayla Marshall
Usher Walter Chaykosky
Greeter Phoebe Marshall
Presider at Eucharist: The Rev. Canon Melinda M. Artman
Preacher: The Rev. Canon Melinda M. Artman

Linda Murrelle

6/7

Erin Wayman

6/21

Chelsea McCutcheon

6/22

Kevin & Jen Prickett

6/24

I Can Tell My Friends About Jesus

