CHURCH OF THE REDEEMER
Eblast

June 23, 2022

SUMMER WORSHIP ANNOUNCED
We are resuming joint summer worship with St. John Lutheran Church beginning next Sunday July 3. Worship will
begin at 9:30 A.M. We will worship in air conditioned comfort at St. John for the five weeks of July. We then will
switch to Church of the Redeemer in the Parish Hall starting
August 7. Saturday 5:15 pm service will meet in the Parlor
starting June 18. No change to the 12:05 Wednesday service.
As authorized by “Call to Common Worship” the agreement that allows us to be in full
communion with one another, our worship will be a blend of Evangelical Lutheran Worship and the Book of Common Prayer (or Enriching Our Worship)

Word of Thanks from Pastor Scott
The partnership enjoyed by our parish and St. John Lutheran Church was featured at the Northeastern Pennsylvania Synod’s General Assembly. Afterwards,
while in dialog with one of my friends and colleagues within the Synod, he
told me that he was quite inspired by what our congregations, St John and
Church of the Redeemer, are doing in Sayre and giving him ideas to try in his
congregation. We are impacting our congregations, the Valley, and the larger
community with our shared ministry.
Youth Group will not be meeting June 26th or
July 3rd. Please let Pastor Melinda or Margaret Cole know when you want to meet during
the summer. Looking forward to seeing our
Youth!

St. Mary’s Guild will hold a rummage sale TOMORROW Friday June 24th from 9a.m.—
2 p.m. and June 25th will be “Bag Day” from 9 a.m.– 12 p.m. If you would like to volunteer
to work the sale, or clean up afterwards please contact Rose Carpenter or Linda Murrelle.

Tell your friends and stop by for a large selections of bargains.

Prayer Warriors
Pastor Scott has started a prayer group for both congregations. If you are interested in joining, please email Pastor Scott at Rev.ScottHarvey@gmail.com. Once a
week, Pastor Scott will email you the intercessory prayers. You can pray them as
many times during the week that you are called to do. You will not need to respond to the emails or meet as a group.

In preparation for the fall Bible study on the Book of Exodus, you may want to
read the following during the summer:
Exodus for Normal People by Pete Enns
Exodus by Richard Elliot Friedman
Moses by Charles Swindol
(For historical fiction)

Scripture Reflections
First Reading: 2 Kings 2:1-2, 6-14
Psalm 77
Second Reading: Galatians 5:1, 13-25
Gospel: Luke 9:51-62

Scripture Reflections
Reflection on the Gospel by James W Thompson from Daily Feast: Meditations from Feasting on the Word
No matter what our gifts or imperfections, the mature Christian must willingly
walk alongside Jesus, even if that journey compels us to make difficult choices
that a more secular existence might otherwise avoid.
God’s place in our lives is neither a matter of convenience nor something that can
be taken for granted or assumed. Unlike other human endeavors, our commitment
to God is a heartfelt matter, rather than the result of a logical decision-making
process.
Jesus again teaches the disciples to respond to the inevitable rejection, not with
violence, but by the continuation of the mission in new venues.

Reflection on the 2 Kings by Haywood Barringer Spangler from Daily Feast:
Meditations from Feasting on the Word
The suspense Elisha must feel, and which the story generates in us, parallels our
actual experiences. Our lives are full of suspense: “Will the cancer treatment
work? Will the marriage counseling work? Will the new community center be able
to provide for the neighborhood? Will my child make it through high school? Will
I be downsized out of a job?”
Elisha has no guarantee that God will give him the same gifts that Elijah received.
Elisha pursues his call, with no guarantee that God will respond. Elisha follows
what he understands to be God’s will, although he does not know clearly what
God’s will for him is. Elisha must discern God’s will by participating in events.
He must watch the chariot and the whirlwind. He must pick up the mantle. He
must attempt to part the Jordan. Elisha confirms his call through his actions.

Reflection on the Galatians by Mark Douglas from Daily Feast: Meditations
from Feasting on the Word
Paul’s problem with the flesh is not that it desires but that its desires are disordered; it wants the wrong things or wants good things in the wrong way—usually
too much or too little.... For Paul, however, the appropriate response to disordered
desire is neither the rejection of desire nor surrender to it. Instead, it is to desire
properly, which is made possible by the work of the Spirit, which also desires.
It is not that we discern what God has done on our behalf and then love our neighbors in response. Rather, discerning what God has done in Christ and what Christ
has done for us shapes the way we love our neighbors, and loving our neighbors
helps us see what God has done

Ministry Participants for Sunday 6/26
Reader Margaret Cole
Acolyte Kayla Marshall
Usher Walter Chaykosky
Greeter Phoebe Marshall
Presider & Preacher at Eucharist: The Rev. Canon Melinda M. Artman.
July 3 begins our combined Summer Worship at St.. John. If you are scheduled to read for one
of the Sunday’s it will be announced here, but an email notification will also send out. The
Ministry Participant Schedule will be sent out next week.

Pastor Scott will be on vacation beginning June
26th and will return for service on July 2nd.
Lets wish him a relaxing time away.

Kevin & Jen Prickett

6/24

David & Lisa Cole

6/29

Ray & Diane Nobles

6/30

Debbie Zurn

6/23

Louise Morningstar

6/27

