CHURCH OF THE REDEEMER
Eblast

July 7, 2022

Combined Summer Worship
Joins us at St. John Lutheran Church Sunday July 10th at 9:30 a.m. as our combined
summer worship continues.

THE 80TH GENERAL CONVENTION OF THE
EPISCOPAL CHURCH
Starting tomorrow, July 8th and running through July 11, 2022, the 80th General Convention begins in Baltimore Maryland. As you may know, General Convention is the overall
governing body of the Episcopal Church and meets once every three years. This Convention has been delayed a year and the duration has been shortened because of the pandemic/
endemic. The workload has been reduced to deal with the most pressing issues. Like
Congress, General Convention is bicameral, with a “House of Bishops” and a “House of
Deputies” the latter of which is composed of both members of the laity and priests. The
Diocese of Bethlehem’s delegation (elected at our own Diocesan Convention two or three
years ago) leaves today for Baltimore.
To follow the events and legislative activity of General Convention, one of the best
sources is the Episcopal News Service. You can access it here:
https://www.episcopalnewsservice.org/

An unofficial, although informative site you may wish to look through is on Facebook and
can be found here:
https://www.facebook.com/groups/501032593307352
Please keep the General Convention in your prayers this week.
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Part II

VBS Rocky Railway (Part II) is full steam ahead to St. John Lutheran Church
and there are still a few openings left for VBS beginning July 10-14 from 6-8
p.m. [we begin THIS Sunday evening!] If you would like more information
please call the church office at (570) 888-2412 or contact Louise Sackett at
(570) 423-0958 or queenana1959@gmail.com.
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VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL IS BACK AND IN-PERSON!
Grab your sunnies (that’s your sunglasses) and get ready for a bonzer (great) time as we zoom
off to the Land Down Under (that’s Australia!) Monday July 18 through Thursday July 21
from 6:00 to 8:15 p.m.
Children aged 4 to 12 most welcome. Older children appreciated as guides to the Outback (or
helpers in our undercroft.)
Boomerangs, kangaroos, koalas, emus — what’s not to love about Australia? Vacation Bible
School Zoomerang will be a fair dinkum (perfect) adventure filled with excitement, so get a
wriggle on (hurry up) and contact us today to pre-register!
Online pre-registration is available:
https://redeemvbs.myanswers.com/zoomerang/
Or contact Bonnie Garrity at 570-888-1850 or call us at the Church office 570-888-2270
PLEASE HELP US SPREAD THE WORD!
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Scripture Reflections
First Reading: 2 Kings 5:1-14
Psalm 30
Second Reading: Galatians 6:1-16
Gospel: Luke 10:1-11, 16-20

Reflection on the Gospel by Douglas John Hall
from Daily Feast: Meditations from Feasting on the Word

While we may fault him for failing to acknowledge that the real neighbor was a
despised foreigner, a believer in a rival creed, we should find it remarkable that
this “expert in the law” breaks through all the wordiness of religious legality by
naming kindness as the true mark of “the neighbor.” That puts the matter in terms
wonderfully appropriate today, for it is precisely “kindness” that is so conspicuously absent from the life of our world—a world driven by competition, greed,
and individualism, but also (let us note) a world whose most ethically minded often seem apt to be more concerned for rights than for forgiveness, for justice than
for mercy, for equality than for compassion.

Reflection on the Amos by William H Willimon from Daily Feast: Meditations from Feasting on the Word
In our day we tend to think of judgment in an exclusively negative way. A judging
God is what we got over when we discovered a loving, gracious God. You have
no doubt heard the old chestnut, “The Old Testament is a collection of laws and
judgment; the New Testament is a collection of love and grace.”
This is not only a grossly unfair characterization of the Hebrew Scriptures, but also a mischaracterization of biblical views of judgment. In the Bible, the judgments of God are part of the graciousness of God. (Continued on next page).
4

A biblical judge is someone who not only makes judgments about the rectitude of
behavior, but also actively seeks to work justice, to set things right.
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Good Samaritan
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