CHURCH OF THE REDEEMER
Eblast

July 14, 2022

Combined Summer Worship
Joins us at St. John Lutheran Church Sunday July 17th at 9:30 a.m. as our combined
summer worship continues.

Watch Here!
Watch Here!

Above is a link that will take you to the video interview of Pastor Melinda and Pastor
Scott and the partnership between Redeemer and St. John. This is a very informative and
inspiring video. We encourage you to watch and enjoy. It is only 9 minutes long. If you
have not already watched it, please do, you will be glad you did.
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VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL IS BACK AND IN-PERSON!
Grab your sunnies (that’s your sunglasses) and get ready for a bonzer (great) time as we zoom
off to the Land Down Under (that’s Australia!) Monday July 18 through Thursday July 21
from 6:00 to 8:15 p.m.
Children aged 4 to 12 most welcome. Older children appreciated as guides to the Outback (or
helpers in our undercroft.)
Boomerangs, kangaroos, koalas, emus — what’s not to love about Australia? Vacation Bible
School Zoomerang will be a fair dinkum (perfect) adventure filled with excitement, so get a
wriggle on (hurry up) and contact us today to pre-register!
Online pre-registration is available:
https://redeemvbs.myanswers.com/zoomerang/
Or contact Bonnie Garrity at 570-888-1850 or call us at the Church office 570-888-2270
PLEASE HELP US SPREAD THE WORD!
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80th General Convention concluded

The triennial legislative session made history on several fronts. First, thanks to the pandemic, it was postponed a year. Then, it was shortened from the usual eight days to five. Instead
of having 10,000 + in attendance, it had just over 1,000. Most of the work of convention
was done remotely and by Committee. The agenda consisted of what was considered essential for the governance of the church. Even so, over 400 resolutions were considered and
acted upon at the Baltimore Convention Center in Maryland.
The Rev. Gay Clark Jennings concluded ten years as President of the House of Deputies.
Elected to succeed her is Julia Ayala Harris, the first Latina to hold this office. Ms. Harris is
from the Diocese of Oklahoma. Elected as Vice President was the Rev. Rachel TaberHamilton, of the Diocese of Olympia. Rev. Taber-Hamilton is the first indigenous person
elected to this position.
Convention held the first of two votes (the next vote to occur at GC 81 in 2024) to include
within the meaning of “Book of Common Prayer” those liturgical forms approved by General Convention. While a new BCP does not necessarily need to be printed, it will now include liturgies such as those contained in the Enriching Our Worship series and the Book of
Occasional Services. This allows clergy greater flexibility in the usage of particular liturgies
during worship and clarifies the status of liturgies not actually in the BCP as authorized in
1979.
Significantly, General Convention authorized an “Episcopal Coalition for Racial Equality &
Justice” as our denomination seeks to live into Becoming the Beloved Community. As the
Rt. Rev. Eugene Sutton of the Diocese of Maryland put it, “we didn’t cause [slavery or racism], however, we have the responsibility to fix” the injustices of the past. Racial equality
and justice is one of five priorities of the Diocese of Bethlehem. General Convention also
added to our calendar of Holy Women, Holy Men, the late Bishop Barbara Harris, the first
woman consecrated a bishop in the Anglican Communion. Her feast day will be commemorated on February 11. Bishop Harris was Bishop Suffragan in Massachusetts.
For more information on General Convention, go to episcopalnewsservice.org or check out
Bethlehem Episcopalians or General Convention of the Episcopal Church on Facebook
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Scripture Reflections
First Reading: Amos 8:1-12
Psalm 52
Second Reading: Colossians 1:15-28
Gospel: Luke 10:38-42

Reflection on the Gospel by Douglas John Hall
from Daily Feast: Meditations from Feasting on the Word

Undoubtedly in the close friendship of Jesus with this family there were other occasions when Martha was praised for her caring deeds and Mary gently chided for
her ease and chatter. Different occasions call for different emphases. Moreover,
either posture, assumed to the point of preoccupation or ideology, courts very serious problems. Activism without contemplation ends in aimless “doing” that usually aggravates existing difficulties.... What is needed is the sensitivity to recognize when it is Martha, and when it is Mary, who ought to be reminded of the dangers implicit in her posture. New occasions teach new duties.

Reflection on the Amos by William H Willimon from Daily Feast: Meditations from Feasting on the Word
According to Amos, to be a person of faith is to be dependent upon and tethered
to the righteous judgments of God.
There are presumably religions that are concerned exclusively with personal, private happiness, with individual morality, but neither Judaism nor Christianity is
one of those religions. (Continued on the next page).
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In Judaism and Christianity, God not only creates the world but continues to interact with it and to take care of everything in it. This God makes no distinction between “religious” concerns and “secular, nonreligious concerns.” This God is concerned with everything.

Emily Schamel

7/14

Abby Davenport

7/17

Tricia Schamel

7/21

Dennis Zimmer, Jr.

7/22

Ray & Shannon Nobles 7/25

Bruce & Rose Carpenter 7/25

Just a friendly reminder that if you
will be visiting the church office to
please wear a face mask. Thank you
from the office.
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Jesus in the home of Mary and Martha.
Luke 10:38-42
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