CHURCH OF THE REDEEMER
Eblast

July 21, 2022

Combined Summer Worship
Joins us at St. John Lutheran Church Sunday July 24th at 9:30 a.m. as our combined
summer worship continues. We continue together at Redeemer starting August 7

VBS 2022—ZOOMERANG!
Our Christian Formation team did a FANTASTIC job in bringing Vacation Bible School back
to Redeemer after its forced two year hiatus. Tonight, starting at 6:00 PM we’ll have our closing, and of course, you are invited to see the children, the amazing sets and snap shots of our
program. So much hard work went into making this year’s VBS a wonderful experience for
the children—art work, lesson planning, science and craft projects, registration, creative
snacks, and the list goes on. A tremendous and most heartfelt thank you to all those who
made it happen and to those who attended. It takes a village—or the entire parish community
– to make VBS a success and by all accounts, it was a success. This is a rebuilding year and
we have 13 children and 4 youths participating. We hope to have pictures up on our website
soon. In the meantime, here are some for you to enjoy:

Opening/Closing
Emily Garrity lead the children in song and movement.
She also introduced a MISSION—which is helping rehabilitate Australian wildlife
affected by the recent wild
fires.

Photo Credits: Nina Seebeck.
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VBS was based in Australia!
We learned that we are fearfully and
wonderfully made. That God made us
on purpose FOR a purpose. We
learned to treat each other with kindness and respect.

We made some really cool
things—it was a lot of fun!

The songs and
related movement were exceptional and
the kids loved
it.
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We learned about
the human body
and the functions
of the various
parts of the body.
Then we learned
we are each part
of the body of
Christ.

We even learned how to take our pulse somewhere quiet—like our Chapel.
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Extra! Extra! Tell Your Friends
About Us!!
It has been a while since we have shared our Facebook
and web site information, so below you will find the information to share with your Facebook friends and family, so that they will hopefully want to join us for worship in
person or online. Remember to like and share our messages and that
“Word of Mouth” is the best advertising.
https://www.facebook.com/redeemersayre/
or
redeemersayre.org

My deepest appreciation for your prayers, cards, emails, and texts while I was recovering from COVID. I am certain that you aided in my complete recovery. It is a blessing to have wonderful co-workers and volunteers who made sure worship happened.
All I had to do was rest and get well. I am pleased to let you know that Nina escaped
the virus and was also instrumental in my returning to good health. Each of you are a
blessing to me.
-Pastor Melinda
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Scripture Reflections
First Reading: Hosea 1:2-10
Psalm 85
Second Reading: Colossians 2:6-15
Gospel: Luke 11:1-17

Reflection on the Gospel by Douglas John Hall from Daily Feast: Meditations
from Feasting on the Word
We are burdened by centuries of exhortation and technique concerning “right”
prayer. As a result, one darkly suspects, only a small percentage of avowed Christians actually pray very often, or, if we do sometimes pray, we tend to judge our
efforts deeply flawed. Our spontaneous, sometimes desperate cries for help
seem—by the criteria of the experts on the subject—pathetically lacking in praise,
thanksgiving, intercession, and the other components requisite to truly Godcentered prayer.
That is why the prayer Jesus taught his disciples is so wonderfully refreshing, and
perhaps why over the centuries it has remained the one prayer that even lapsed
Christians remember. It does not require of us that we become anything we are
not already. It is a deeply human kind of prayer. It is a prayer for human beings,
that is, for creatures in need.

(Continued on the next page)
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Reflection on the Hosea from Feasting on the Word
It is difficult in our day to consider the analogy of Hosea and Gomer (Hos. 1:2–
10). The figure of Gomer as adulterous prostitute offends our feminist sensibilities, and Hosea evokes pity more than admiration. Yet, as William Willimon points
out, this scandalous story directs our attention to the God [Year C, Vol. 2, p. 106]
who went so far as to be crucified for us. “Only a passionate, unseemly God who
is willing to risk scandal could possibly save a bunch of adulterers like us.”* What
does it mean to place ourselves in the role of Gomer? What does the person Hosea
say about the character of God?

Dennis Zimmer, Jr.

7/22

Dolly Marshall

7/25

Walter Chaykosky

7/28

Ronald Hunt

7/30

Marcella Chaykosky

7/30

Ray & Shannon Nobles 7/25
Bruce & Rose Carpenter 7/25
Rick & Mary Rhodes

7/29
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God Hears My Prayers
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