CHURCH OF THE REDEEMER
Eblast

August 25, 2022

Combined Summer Worship
Our summer worship with St. John Lutheran Church continues this Sunday as we worship together at Redeemer. Sunday worship service time remains at 9:30 a.m. So that
we can worship in air conditioned comfort, we gather in the Parish Hall. Combined
Summer Worship will continue through Labor Day. Our regular schedule will resume
on September 11 and Sunday School will also begin on that date at 9:45 a.m.

Community Supper
You are invited to our INDOOR Community Supper taking place
TODAY, the 25th downstairs in our Parish Hall from 4-6 p.m. The menu is Sloppy Joes and
tater tots with assorted desserts and beverages.
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Notes from the Rector—What
might the Holy Spirit be doing in
our midst?
School has started on the Pennsylvania side of the
border, and teachers are setting up classrooms on the
New York side of the border. Cooler temperatures
are harbingers of autumn. Leaves are already starting to turn and evidence of God’s creativity in brilliant color will be more readily recalled (or perhaps
the most stunning rainbow after the heavy rains earlier this week did the same.) As we enter the last two weeks of our summer worship, plans are
well underway for our next nine months together. Listed below are some of our plans and/or
activities. Please pray that we are cooperating with the Holy Spirit as we work to implement
them!
Today, as you may have noticed on our cover page, we are hosting our THIRD indoor Community Supper. As a practical matter, the Community Supper is both a dine-in/take out affair. Those dining in are about half our typical numbers. Socializing and fellowship are as
important as the meal itself. Our parish partners with other community groups and churches,
and together we are serving our community. It’s such a pleasure to work with others living
into their discipleship and it’s a joy to hear the stories of some of our guests. Our hope is
that the virus becomes something we can live with, and the Community Supper can continue
indoors throughout the winter months.
This Sunday, August 28 our Youth Group will gather at Beemans for brunch at 10:45 am,
fellowship and planning out the year ahead. Margaret Cole, Pastor Scott Harvey and I hope
that our brunch on Sunday will provide an opportunity for significant input from the kids on
what our programming will look like. If we can dream it, we can work on making it our reality!
St. Mary’s Guild will have its kick-off meeting on September 6. An updated tri-fold brochure is being produced that will include a calendar of events. This tri-fold will be mailed to
folks who are keenly missed and will serve as an invitation to rejoin our parish family in
worship. Originally produced for the Parish Park Fair (formerly the Street Fair,) brochures
will be placed in the tract rack in the Narthex to be shared with newcomers or the merely curious. St. Mary’s Guild is keeping a watchful eye on the endemic while making plans to
bring back the fall rummage sale in October and the Fall Fair in November. {See more details on subsequent pages.}
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Sunday School will start its fall semester on September 11. Like our Youth Group, Sunday School is in the
process of rebuilding its ministry. Our Sunday School
team is absolutely devoted to the children. Emily Garrity leads the kids in song and heartfelt, yet brief worship. Bonnie Garrity and Betsy Schumacher take delight in planning the lessons and then hearing what
“comes out of the mouths of babes” when executing
the lessons! You can find them at Redeemer every Thursday, preparing the space for Sunday.
Debbie Zurn is a whiz at finding just the right craft for the kids, not just at the skill level of
the kids, she finds a craft that compliments and reinforces the lesson. Rounding out the Sunday School team are Jessica, Rylee and Liam Morrow.
Our fall Bible Study will be the Book of Exodus, beginning September 22 at St. John. No
matter what age one happens to be, always our goal is to make disciples and our Fall Bible
Study will look at the foundational story of Exodus. {See more on following pages}
Also in October, Pastor Melinda will begin a three-month journey of renewal and revitalization. She is both terrified and excited about this time away from routine ministry. Pastor
Scott will have the opportunity to live more fully into his pastorate. Together, you will shape
and form one another.
Please join us for worship with the congregation of St John on August 28 and September 4
at 9:30 a.m. right here in the Parish Hall. Starting September 11th, we’ll return to the 11:00
hour for worship. In the words of John’s Gospel “Come and See!” what God is doing in our
midst.

Blessings,
Pastor Melinda

Ministry to those in long-term care facilities
As previously announced, we are partnering with the Bridge’s new ministry to provide personal care products, clothing, and other needed items to long-term care residents. Visits,
particularly evenings and weekends are most appreciated. Alice Bennett has generously
agreed to coordinate our parish’s efforts to participate in this needed ministry. There is a
box in the parish hall in which to place your donations. A list of suggested donations are
contained within our Sunday bulletin. Thank you for your care for others in need.
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Calling All Youth!!!
Join us for brunch THIS SUNDAY the 28th at Beeman’s Family Restaurant between 10:45 & 11 a.m. where we will discuss the coming year and how you would
like our meetings to take shape. Your input is very important to us so please plan
on attending. We look forward to seeing you on Sunday and brunch is on us.
Please RSVP to Pastor Melinda via email (Melinda.artman@gmail.com) or text
(703-927-6159) Thank you!

“In anticipation of the St. Mary’s Rummage Sale in mid-October, we are now accepting donation of clean, good condition household items as well as clothes. Items can be dropped off
during office hours. Please DO NOT drop off items when we are closed. When items are
simply left in the Narthex, you are making unanticipated work for either our staff or other parishioners and creating a potential hazard. If you need help with items, please call the parish
office in advance of your dropping the items off. If you need items picked up, please call
Glenda Hinsman at (607) 738-2669 or Rose Carpenter at 607-221-6797
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Scripture Reflections
First Reading: Jeremiah 2:4-13
Psalm 81:1, 10-16
Second Reading: Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16
Gospel: Luke 14:1, 7-14

Scripture Reflections
Reflection on the Gospel by Emilie M Townes from Daily Feast: Meditations
from Feasting on the Word
The realm of God is also about how God offers an invitation in our lives to receive a genuine blessing when we learn that it is crassly unfaithful to store up
spiritual brownie points to note our goodness and then make it worse by ostentatious displays of that goodness. Receiving a blessing that invites us to grow into a
deeper relationship with God is not something we can work our way into through
acts designed to display our worth. No. God asks us to live into our createdness
through our everyday acts toward each other and in and through our relationship
with God and creation. Jesus wants us to understand that our all-too-human drive
to seek the best seat in the house or at the party will not mark genuine participation in God’s mercy or love.

Reflection on Jeremiah by Sally A Brown from Daily Feast: Meditations from
Feasting on the Word
One attraction of the self-devised cisterns we construct to sustain our lives is that
we feel we can control them. Living in active relationship with the life-giving
God of the Scriptures brings obligations: the patient work of worship and prayer,
acting compassionately, and working for justice. It is when we participate in the
redemptive work of God—keeping promises, welcoming strangers, forgiving
debts—that we drink from the fountain of the living God and discover a quality of
life both sustaining and sustainable.
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We will be reading and discussing the book of Exodus starting September 15th for 6 weeks.
We will start at 6:30 pm in the south wing of St. John Lutheran church . The discussion will
be held from 6:30 pm to 8:00 pm on Thursday night.
Tentative reading schedule is the following, subject to change based on feedback during the
discussion. Have the following chapters read from Exodus prior to the discussion.
Sept 15:

Chapters 1-8

Sept 22:

Chapters 9-12

Sept 29:

Chapters 13-16

Oct 6:

Chapters 17-22

Oct 13:

Chapters 23-32

Oct 20:

Chapters 33-40

Each week, I will be providing discussion questions to help guide our discussions. The main
sources for these questions will be from the following books. Some people may want to read
these books during the class, but are optional.
Delivered out of Empire by Walter Brueggemann
Delivered into Covenant by Walter Brueggemann
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COLLECTING ITEMS FOR THOSE IN NEED
Our sister parish has two members who work for
area schools: Sayre Area Schools and SpencerVan Etten. St. John “adopts” these schools at this
time of year and donates supplies that are not typically available through other sources. If you are
inclined to make a donation, please do, you will
find collection boxes in the Parish Hall for this
purpose. Below you will find the items requested
by each school district. This collection will run
through Labor Day weekend.

SAS needs:

S-VE needs:

Deodorant (boys and girls)
Toothpaste
Bodywash
1 or 2 or 3 subject notebooks
Hi-lighters
composition paper
tabbed dividers
3 x 5 index cards

Full sized hygiene items like:
Shampoo, conditioner, body wash or
soap.
Toothpaste and toothbrushes (currently in
short supply)
Deodorant (completely out of stock)
Feminine sanitary items particularly thin
pads and pantiliner.
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SERVING IN WORSHIP:
Reading the lessons and Prayers August 28
Jeri Mullen
Usher: Glenn Murrelle
Greeter: Amy Murrelle
Reading lessons and prayers Sunday, August 28
Alice Bennett
Usher: Walter Chaykosky
Greeter: Linda Murrelle

Elaine Ferris

8/28

Beverly Clare

8/30

Colleen Dune

8/31

Melinda Artman & Nina Seebeck

8/28

Beginning Bridge Classes offered
Beginning Bridge Lessons are being offered beginning September 1 at the Rise & Shine Community Center, 411 South Main Street in Athens.
These lessons will continue on the first and third
Thursdays.
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We are pleased to let you know that The Bridge will be offering Faith & Finances for
the third time starting September 12, 2022 to November 28, 2022 for 12 weeks from
5:30p-7:30p at Encounter Church, 85 Freedom Lane, Milan, PA. Each session includes
a simple meal followed by a 90 minute session. The cost is only $15/individual or couple and is refundable with successful completion of the course.
We need your help in the following ways:
1. Pray for the sessions and all those involved.
2. Host one of the 12 simple suppers and enjoy the meal with participants. We are
asking each of our member churches to consider adopting one session. Some ideas for
simple suppers include tacos, potato bar, pizza/salad, sloppy joes, chili, subs, spaghetti, casserole, and hot dogs.
3. Recruit participants. Do you know someone who wants to know God’s purpose for
their money? Are just starting out learning how to manage money? Desire to overcome financial obstacles?
4. Help spread the word!
Attached are several documents including a bulletin insert, a quarter page 2-sided flier
to share with those you would like to invite to the session, a flier to post, and a registration from. If you know someone who would benefit, maybe even offer to attend
with them or at least come with them for the first session.

Please let us know if you can provide a meal or help in any way. If you want to participate in the 12-week course, please complete the registration form and return as indicated.
Thank you,
Marion Dabroski
Jamie Levering
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Happy are those people who are fair, who do what is right at all times.
Psalms 106:3
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