CHURCH OF THE REDEEMER
Eblast

September 8, 2022

On Sunday September 11 you and your family and guest are invited to join us in the Parish
hall at 9:30 a.m for our Sunday School Kick-off breakfast. We look forward to seeing you
there. Thank you for all the teachers and volunteers that make Sunday School possible.

We will be reading and discussing the book of Exodus starting next Thursday September 15th from 6:30
pm to 8:00 pm in the South Wing of St. John Lutheran church.
Please read chapters 1 through 8 of Exodus. Below
are discussion questions to think about when reading
the chapters. These questions will help guide our discussion on Thursday. Like the last Bible study, we
will not talk about every question in class. The questions for week one are on pages 4-5
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Pentecost 13

Pentecost 14

Pentecost 15

Pentecost 16

11 a.m. Holy Eucharist II
Youth Group 12:15 p.m.
Sunday School 9:45

25

11 a.m. Holy Eucharist II
Sunday School 9:45

18

11 a.m. Holy Eucharist II
Youth Group 12:15 p.m.
Sunday School Kick-off 9:30

11

9:30 worship Parish Hall
Youth Group 12:15 p.m.
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Sunday

26

19

12

5

SWSB 9:30-10:30
12 -1:30 p.m. Tops

SWSB 9:30-10:30
12 -1:30 p.m. Tops

SWSB 9:30-10:30
12 -1:30 p.m. Tops

Labor Day Offices
Closed

Monday

27

20

Vestry 6:30 p.m.

13

St. Mary’s Meeting
7 p.m. Parish Hall
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Tuesday

12:05 p.m. Parlor
Eucharist
Boy Scouts 6:30 – 9 p.m.

SWSB 9:30-10:30 a.m.
12:05 p.m. Parlor
Eucharist
Boy Scouts 6:30 – 9 p.m.

28

SWSB 9:30-10:30 a.m.
12:05 p.m. Parlor
Eucharist
Boy Scouts 6:30 – 9 p.m.

21

SWSB 9:30-10:30 a.m.
12:05 p.m. Parlor
Eucharist
Boy Scouts 6:30 – 9 p.m.

14
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Wednesday

Bible Study @ St.
John Lutheran
Church 6:30 -8 p.m.

29
Community Supper
4-6 p.m. indoors

Bible Study @ St.
John Lutheran
Church 6:30 -8 p.m.

22

Bible Study @ St.
John Lutheran
Church 6:30 -8 p.m.

15

30

23

16

10
9

8

5:15 p.m. Parlor
Eucharist

24

5:15 p.m. Parlor
Eucharist

17

5:15 p.m. Parlor
Eucharist

3
5:15 p.m. Parlor
Eucharist

Saturday

2

Friday

1

Thursday

Scripture Reflections
First Reading: Jeremiah 4:11-12, 22-28
Psalm 14
Second Reading: 1 Timothy 1:12-17
Gospel: Luke 15:1-10

Scripture Reflections
Reflection on the Gospel by Helen Montgomery Debevoise from Daily Feast:
Meditations from Feasting on the Word
Jesus understands that those on the fringe of the community are integral to what the community in all its fullness should be. Until they return, the community is incomplete. The parables
are about a hospitality that seeks to forgive and restore. These parables call the community to
open its doors and rejoice. This call is repeated again and again. Sinners and tax collectors
gather at the table with the Christ? Rejoice! Laugh! Be glad! They have returned home and
now sit in the presence of God. The sheep who wandered off from the rest of the flock, lost in
the thicket, is now safe and sound! Hallelujah! Worry no more! The coin that fell through the
cracks was easily forgotten but is blessedly retrieved. We can feast! Hope is restored! When
one in our community goes missing, we are all affected. When one is restored, we are all better off for it. That is how it is in the household of God.

Reflection on Jeremiah by Sharon Peebles Burch from Daily Feast: Meditations from Feasting on the Word
Many people today are in the process of reconstituting the values and expectations that are no
longer sufficient to their social, cultural, or economic realities. A divorce makes it necessary
for a young mother to put her children in day care and return to the workforce; being injured
in war makes it impossible for a young man to pursue a career in marine conservation; the
price of gas puts an independent trucker out of business. When people have been forced by
circumstances outside their own control to consider alternative views, they often are unable to
conceive of anything that might take the place of the ideas they assumed were eternal. If those
ideas are not true, they can see only that their interior landscapes are laid waste, utterly barren
and without hope of restoration.
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Question for Sept 15: Week 1

Chapters 1-8

1. What caused the rise of slavery in Egypt? What kinds of assumptions about economic
systems and people must Pharaoh and Joseph have held in order to exchange food for people’s land and bodies, rather than giving freely to the hungry?
2. Why do regimes like Pharaoh’s call for silence? “Pain brought to voice in public speech
so that it is heard out loud promptly rearranges all power realities that are thought to be settled.” How does the voicing of pain in the public domain threaten those in power? What
“political possibilities” does this open for those who cry out? What does it mean to be entitled to “participation, protection, and well-being”? If you already enjoy these basic rights,
how can you use that privilege to magnify the voices of those in pain?

3. The witness of Exodus and the biblical narrative shows how the cry of human pain again
and again provokes a response from someone in power to act to address that pain. This cry
for justice cannot ultimately be defeated because it appeals to “the transformative, emancipatory power of the creator God” (see above). How is that cry being heard today? Where
does God seem to be in the midst of this?
4. What is God communicating to Moses and to the people of God by saying, “‘I am the
God of your father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob’”? What
does this connection to the ancestors of Genesis suggest about the God who acts in response to the cry of Israel?

5. The author invites us to think about God’s name—“‘I AM WHO I AM’”—as signifying
the durable presence that accompanies and sustains Israel, surpasses Pharaoh, and overturns
all other authority by asserting something new. Yet this God is beyond categories and expectations, always remaining hidden. What about the reality of the God who is with us yet
beyond us requires an act of faith and worship, a “transfer of loyalty from the system of
Pharaoh” to the alternative reality of God? Does this God evoke your trust and obedience?
6. The unveiling of the God who brings something new into being requires both the Israelites and Pharaoh to undergo an education, unlearning deeply held assumptions and categories that have structured their reality. “The learning of both parties is slow, different from
each other, and contested, because it entails the relinquishment of an entire world of assumptions about order, legitimacy, and control.” When have you been forced to reckon
with something dramatic and new and to relinquish old interpretations of reality? What did
this reveal to you about God?
7. The author notes that this total overhaul of reality provokes weeping in some and celebration in others. Why is this so? What do you think your response would be, or what has it
been in the past?
8. Pharaoh refuses and resists God’s command to “let my people go” but cannot ultimately
hold out against the resolve of God. Why is this command—in which God wills emancipa4

to refuse. How does God overcome human resistance to change? What ways do you see
God working to overcome human resistance today, in your community or government?
How can you help?
9. The author emphasizes that the people of Israel will be set free for a specific purpose:
that they may serve God. Freedom from Pharaoh isn’t given with carte blanche, but “in
order to practice obedience,” to place “the life of the community in sync with the will of
the creator”. What will this freedom to obey mean for the life of Israel, especially in the
context of the covenant of Mt. Sinai? How does the idea of the freedom to obey sit with
you today?
10.This chapter shows how obedience to God is directly connected to an alternative governance very different from Pharaoh’s. What is God’s socioeconomic vision for the ordering of public community, revealed in detail in Deuteronomy 15, 16, and 24? How is this
different from Pharaoh’s exploitation of cheap labor and demand for endless productivity?
The goal to protect the most vulnerable in society can be easier to agree on than ways to
do so. Can you suggest concrete steps your community can take to pursue this goal?
11. Why do the texts commanding the Israelites to care for the impoverished and unprotected keep calling them back to the memory of the exodus? How does remembering their
own former vulnerability as slaves spur the Israelites to generosity? How does returning to
this memory again and again renew “the gift of covenantal freedom,” not only for oneself
but for others? If one has not experienced this kind of social vulnerability oneself, how
does the text move one to be generous?
12. The author draws a sharp contrast between the power of God that brings life and the
false exhibit of power of Pharaoh and his intelligentsia. What are the goals of Pharaoh’s
power versus the intentions of God’s power? How do these two patterns of power show
up in and motivate our own actions?
13. The “wonders” enacted in Exodus, recounted in the Psalms, and performed by Jesus in
the Gospels demonstrate the transformative power of God, beyond human capacity, so
that the people might come to “know” God. What does this knowing require us to admit
about our own limits? Why are regimes like Pharaoh’s—and often the “regime” of anyone
who has power and privilege—unwilling to admit “They could not”? What does this admission demand of us, and why is it so difficult?
14. God seems to enjoy manifesting God’s power in those outside the establishment who
are seen as weak or foolish. Public figures and governments with “entrenched established
power” are less often given access to God’s true “power for life”. Why is this? Why are
those who are sidelined or vulnerable more often aligned with “God’s will for freedom
and justice”? Where do you see manifestations of God’s power for life in the world
around you?
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SERVING IN WORSHIP:
Reading the lessons and Prayers September 11

Rose Carpenter
Usher: Bruce Carpenter
Greeter: Phoebe Marshall
Reading lessons and prayers Sunday, September 18
Margaret Cole
Usher: Amy Murrell
Greeter: Glenn Murrelle

Pastor Melinda away— attending an Episcopal Church gathering in
Richmond, VA to recruit new clergy to the Diocese of Bethlehem. She is away
beginning Sunday afternoon through the following Saturday (9/11—9/17).

Bruce Carpenter

9/9

David Marshall

9/10

Mary Rhodes

9/12

Bob Cole

9/13

Melinda Artman

9/16
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