CHURCH OF THE REDEEMER
Eblast

October 13, 2022

St. Mary’s Guild will be holding their Fall Rummage Sale on Oct. 14th from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
& 15th from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.. This is bag day, you don’t want to miss out on the deals. Tell you
friends and come out to help make this sale a huge success.

Join us for our next Family Worship service on October 19th at 5:15 p.m. in the South
Wing of St John Lutheran Church. All ages welcome.
We would like to remind you that while Pastor
Melinda is on Sabbatical, Pastor Scott is available for
all of your Pastoral needs. He can be reached during
normal office hours at (570) 888-2270 or
Rev.scottharvey@gmail.com In the event of an emergency please call him at (570) 230-7910. For any other church matters please contact our Sr.
Warden, Linda Murrelle at (607) 426-0604 or lindasmurrelle96@gmail.com.
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Our next Bible study is Thursday October 20th from
6:30 pm to 8:00 pm in the south wing of St. John Lutheran church.
Please read chapters 33 through 40 of Exodus. Below
are discussion questions to think about when reading the
chapters. These questions will help guide our discussion
on Thursday. Like the last Bible study, we will not talk
about every question in class.
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Chapters 33-40 of Exodus

What do you think about God’s mystery versus God’s accessibility? Have you thought
of those two things as equally part of God’s being—even God’s name?
Where do you see traces of God’s inaccessibility? Where do you find access to God’s
glory? “Glory constitutes the goodness of God, an inscrutability that must remain hid
den and inaccessible, that cannot and must not be penetrated.”
How can one live profitably with both?
Has God’s freedom frustrated you in the past? Why or why not?
How do you react to the different statements (attributes) of God in Exodus 34:6–7?
Which of these statements (attributes) do you like most and which least? Why?
What do you make of the inclusion of both forgiveness and punishment in this crucial
“creedal” statement in Exodus?
Have you experienced the forgiveness and the punishment of the God who is slow to
anger? How so?
Where do you see God’s work already finished? (see Exodus 39:32 and 40:33) Are
these instances of full completion, or are they traces or foretastes of completion to
come?
Where do you see God’s work still to be finished?
In Exodus, Israel and Moses are said to be instrumental in finishing the work. How can
we help to finish the work ourselves?
How might the tabernacle text inform present worship practices and styles?
How have you thought of God’s glory previously?
How do you think God’s glory is involved in history?
How is God’s glory above history?
How do we navigate life realizing the departure and return of God’s glory?
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Scripture Reflections
First Reading: Jeremiah 31:27-34
Psalm: 119:97-104
Second Reading: 2 Timothy 3:14- -4:5
Gospel: Luke 18:1-8

Reflection on the Gospel from Feasting on the Word
Luke’s parable of the widow (Luke 18:1–8) who continually came to the judge
seeking justice encourages us not to lose heart. We are to pray and to be persistent
in the life of faith on behalf of the justice God intends. God is pictured in contrast
to this unjust judge who doesn’t care a bit about justice but does care about his
own peace of mind! God, of course, has no peace of mind without justice. If we
think of ourselves as the widow in this parable, then few of us have her stamina in
the hard, exhausting work of seeking justice on behalf of the powerless. Perhaps
this is the reason Jesus asks [Year C, Vol. 2, p. 223] the closing question of the
parable: “… when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on earth?” Will he
find faith in us—persistent, tireless faith seeking justice? Margit Ernst-Habib* invites us to think that the widow represents not only our need to pray relentlessly
but also to see the Holy Spirit in this insistent widow. The Spirit is at work, earnestly, unrelentingly encouraging us to pray. What causes you to lose hope in your
own prayer life? What might the Spirit be urging you to pray and work for on behalf of someone else?

Continued on the next page.
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Reflection on the Jeremiah by Bruce G Boak from Daily Feast: Meditations
from Feasting on the Word
It is behavioral change that God seeks, and God seeks to accomplish this by putting completely new hearts within the faithful. Today’s world so much parallels
the Jews’ captivity in Babylon. We sometimes feel that we are deeply displaced
into a cultural environment that is hostile to Christian faith. Our worship, spiritual discipline, and education seek to help us: practice memory in a world of
amnesia; practice grief in a world of denial; practice sacrament in a world of
technique; practice generosity in a world of scarcity; practice obedience in a
world of indulgence; practice hope in a world of despair (Walter Brueggemann,
quoted in News and Views, Presbytery of Muskingum Valley Newsletter, April
1998).
SERVING IN WORSHIP:
Reading the lessons and Prayers October 16
Diane Siebecker
Usher: Walter Chaykosky
Greeter: Sherry Gabauer

Presider & Preacher: Rev. Scott Harvey
Reading lessons and prayers Sunday, October 16
Glenda Hinsman
Usher: Volunteer
Greeter: Phoebe Marshall
Presider & Preacher: Rev. Scott Harvey

Emily Cole Skjöld

10/16

Elizabeth Garrity

10/17

Arvid Johnson

10/18

Nina Seebeck

10/20

Jerry Evans

10/21

Sean Lewis

10/22

Jackie Luther

10/22
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St. Mary’s Fall Fair will return in November. We will once again be asking
for you to volunteer to help set-up, work the fair, and clean up afterwards. We
will also be asking for folks to make pies, deserts, cookies, cupcakes, and any
other delicious treats that you are willing to make. Christmas decorations and
jewelry are also a big hit at the fair, so if you would like to donate/make any
decorations or jewelry this to would be much appreciated. This is St. Mary’s
biggest fundraiser of the year and we depend on your willingness to volunteer
and make donations for success. Of course monetary donations are always
welcome, but the fellowship and fun that we have together during the fair is
our favorite part. The fair will be held this year on November 3rd from 3-8
p.m. and November 4th from 9 a.m.-2 p.m. downstairs in the Parish Hall.
There is a sign up sheet in the church on the table with the items that we
need to collect for the basket raffle.
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Ask a Friend Sunday

On October 30, will be a special day at Church of the Redeemer and we
want you here to celebrate with us.
Why is it a special day? We are asking everyone not only to come and
worship with us but asking everyone to ask a friend to join them. As a
community of disciples, we are called to reach out to the community
with love. As Christ calls us, we are called to call us to love our
neighbors which includes inviting them to church so they can feel
included, loved, and up lifted.
This is not a membership drive, so there are no expectations other than
providing an opportunity for hopefully a fun and enjoyable time for your
friends to join us in worshiping our God with your church family.
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https://m.facebook.com/story.php?
story_fbid=pfbid0zEgxFgBvkWwXQYHXwKTLy6wScA1KGdEE9y4eyjsL5RSHBJGrVPratDb
iMH3bhz2Ql&id=100063577839415

There will be a Trunk or Treat event at the Sayre Personal Care Residence and
Sayre Health Care Center on Mon. Oct. 24 @ 6pm. They are asking for family
and/or business participants who want to decorate a car & hand-out candy to
please register by phone or by email. Above is a link with more information.

St. John Lutheran Church would like to invite you to partner with them in helping the Bridge with the “Socks in a Box Challenge” Athens, Sayre, and Waverly
Schools are challenged to fill their box with new socks for kids in the community.
The school district that collects the most socks wins the challenge and the Bridge
Sleepout School Challenge Plaque! There will be a
box set up in the church to collect new socks.
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Keep on praying and never give up.
Luke 18:1-8
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