CHURCH OF THE REDEEMER
Eblast

November 17, 2022
Hello Churches,
My Brother's Keeper is as busy as ever.
Still making sleeping bags for the
homeless and blankets for shelters. Plus
we are making and donating many
Kid's blankets to 2 children's groups for
a special December give away.
We have no regular income or budget
and have always proceeded with what
ever materials are donated. Hoping as
you might be cleaning out closets or
making the switch from summer clothes, you will keep us in mind for items you no longer
need.
We could use:
Men's pants, M and L , elastic waist ( like sweat pants) is best but we take all kinds.
We are always short of gloves or mittens. Any and all kinds, just so they are in pairs and clean.
We have yarn if anyone wants to knit or crochet mittens or scarves for us.
If you are retiring shoes or boots, please save the shoe laces for us. As we get them, we put
laces in each sleeping bag. New is fine too, Adult length.
Flu season ! ,so we are going to continue to put masks in each bag .Homemade cloth or commercially made paper , if you have extra we'd appreciate any.
For over 30 years our generous community has supported this all volunteer group. Many
thanks for all you have done!
Everyone is welcome to tie knots or sew Tuesday mornings ( 9:30- 12:00) at the Athens Methodist church 118 S Main St Athens, PA. The only basic skill needed is to tie a knot! On the following page you will find a brochure with a list of items that are always in need along with
other information.
My Brother's Keeper
The Church office will be closed on Thursday, November 24th for Thanksgiving . We will resume regular office hours on Monday the 28th. We hope all of you and
your families have a safe and blessed Thanksgiving.
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WILDCAT CLOSET
The Lynch Bustin Elementary School is currently in the process of developing a “Wildcat Closet” to help ensure that their students have proper clothing, shoes, and even hygiene products for the changing seasons.
This project aims to improve their students’ health, well-being, and access to appropriate clothing.

In order to make a difference, they rely on the support of generous individuals and businesses in the Valley. They would be grateful for the following items for their boys and girls.
Sweatpants size XS - XL
Sweatshirts size XS - XL
Hats & Gloves size 5 - 12

Socks size S, M, and L
Underwear sizes XS - XL
Sneakers sizes 11 - 6
Could we possibly help them out by donating some of these items? I
will place a box in the Atrium where you could drop off items and I will
take them to the school. We haven’t been contacted about an Angel Tree
so this might be something we could do. I would like to have the items
by December 15th.
Thank you,
Linda Murrelle, Sr. Warden

2

St. Mary’s Guild cordially invites the ladies of our parish and their
lady friends to our Christmas Dinner at Yanuzzi’s Restaurant on
Tuesday, December 6th at 6:00 pm. The delicious buffet includes
ham, cheesy potatoes, vegetarian ziti, mixed vegetables, salad,
rolls, and dessert. The cost of the meal is $16.00 per person.
Please make checks payable to St. Mary’s Guild. There will be a
sign-up sheet in the church or you can call the office at (570) 888
-2270 for a reservation.
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COUNT YOUR MANY BLESSINGS
Count your many blessing,
name them one by one,
count your many blessing,
see what God has done”
You will notice on the table in the Church strips of colored paper and a plate to place them in.
Our Youth are asking you to “Count your many blessings” and write as many as you want on
each piece of paper and place it in the plate. The Youth Group will incorporate them into a
Thanksgiving arrangement.

Pastor Paula Kraus is starting a book club church for the first Thursday of each month. It will be starting on
December 1st with a book by Don Gaffney "Common Ground: Talking About Gun Violence in America"
this is not a debate related to Gun Control but a look at guns from a Christian perspective, a gun owner, and a
Sandy Hook alumnus. I want to extend the invitation to anyone who may be interested. The book is available
from Amazon for $15.00 or I am told you can find it at Barnes & Noble as well. We will meet in the Church
Fellowship Area on the first Thursday at 6 PM and coffee, tea, and cookies or other snacks will be served.
Please Pass the Word - all serious and interested parties are welcome.
Paula Kraus, Pastor
Sayre Christian Church
427 S. Keystone Avenue
Sayre, PA 18840
ph. 570-888-2683
cell 607-221-7412
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Readings for Sunday:
First Reading: Jeremiah 23:1-6
Canticle 16 The Song of Zechariah (Luke 1:68-79)
Second Reading: Colossians 1:11-20
Gospel: Luke 23:33-43

Scripture Reflections
Reflection on the Gospel by Nancy Lynne Westfield from Daily Feast: Meditations from Feasting on the Word
Who among us is worthy of grace? We are more like the thieves who hung next to
Jesus than we are like Jesus. We do not know what happened to the thief who hung
on the other side of Jesus’ cross—the one who, rather than asking for mercy, spoke
chiding words, challenging Jesus to show his might and power by saving himself
and the criminals who surrounded him. Yet the grace of God as revealed in the incarnate Jesus is a word of forgiveness and deep, abiding love. It is hard for us to
believe in the gracious God, in the forgiving God, in the God who would love us
even when we disappoint and sin.

Reflection on the Jeremiah by Mary Eleanor Johns from Daily Feast: Meditations from Feasting on the Word
As we look to Christ as the model shepherd or king, what can we learn for living
in and engaging the world? As our world struggles with war, famine, and fuel
shortages, how do we consider our call to live as God’s people? Are there really
shortages, or is God’s abundance simply unevenly distributed? What are useful responses to the underlying issues of poverty, health care, hunger, clean water, violence, and power? How do we get in on God’s restorative justice?
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SERVING IN WORSHIP:
Reading the Lessons and Prayers November 20
Rose Carpenter
Usher: Bruce Carpenter
Greeter: Linda Murrelle
Acolyte: Volunteer
Reading the Lessons and Prayers Sunday, November 27
Glenda Hinsman
Usher: Volunteer
Greeter: Sherry Gabauer
Acolyte: Volunteer

David & Phoebe Marshall

11/19

Scott & Celia Watkins

11/24

Connie Guiles

11/17

Barbara Rossi

11/17

Courtney Watson

11/17

Jeffrey Lewis

11/19

Gerald Paton

11/19

Gary Murrelle

11/23

Lincoln Watson

11/23

Pam Diehl

11/25

Chris McCutcheon

11/26

There will be a blood drive at SJLC on Tue.
11/22 from 12-5 p.m. in the South Wing. The
need is always urgent so please consider coming
out to donate and help save lives.
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When they came to the place called the Skull, there they crucified him, along with the criminals--one on his
right, the other on his left.
Luke 23:33
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