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REMINDER:  

Combined Summer Worship 

Combined Summer Worship continues this Sunday at 10 a.m. at St. John. 

We’ll be worshipping on Sundays at St. John through July 20. We’ll be at 

Redeemer beginning July 27 through August 31st. 

Pastor Melinda is away this Saturday officiating at the marriage of her 

sister.  The Rev. Hazel Hunt will be presiding at  the 5:15 pm service at 

Redeemer on Saturday.  On Sunday, Pastor Melinda will find herself in 

Scranton, fulfilling her monthly duty to the Diocese of Bethlehem.  Con-

sequently, this Sunday we welcome back Pastor Horace King (and we 

hope, his wife!)  Thank you to both Mother Hazel 

and Pastor King for leading us in worship. 

Under Construction 

You will notice when you come to SJLC that each 

entryway has been covered in plywood.  This step 

was necessary to get an accurate measurement of 

the replacement glass.  Please pardon our appearance for the next week  

or so. 

 

Redeemer’s parking lot is expected to be torn up beginning Monday! 
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The First Juneteenth 

 On June 19, 1865, nearly two years af-

ter President Abraham Lincoln emancipated 

enslaved Africans in America, Union troops 

arrived in Galveston Bay, Texas with news of 

freedom. More than 250,000 African Ameri-

cans embraced freedom by executive decree 

in what became known as Juneteenth or Free-

dom Day. With the principles of self-

determination, citizenship, and democracy 

magnifying their hopes and dreams, those 

Texans held fast to the promise of true liberty for all. Juneteenth has been cele-

brated since 1866, and it became a Federal Holiday when the 117th Congress 

passed it into law in 2021.  This is now the 12th Federal Holiday on the calendar 

when all federal government services are closed, such as the postal service and 

banks.  You can read more about Juneteenth here: 

https://nmaahc.si.edu/explore/stories/historical-legacy-juneteenth 

 

In our country’s history, we have made some incremental and some momentous 

changes in bringing us a little closer to God’s Kingdom.  We celebrate American 

independence from the tyranny of Great Britain on July 4th. We  now celebrate 

the full abolition of slavery on June 19th.   On August 18, 1920 women were 

granted full citizenship status with the right to vote.  It wasn’t until 1974 that 

women were granted access to credit and opening bank accounts in their own 

names.  Looking through the lens of our faith, what other barriers need to come 

down to draw us closer to realizing God’s vision of us, here on earth? 
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Reflection for  June 22 

When do I feel the most separated from God? 
When do I feel closest to God? 

 

 

June 15 Lessons  

First Lesson: 1Kings 19:1-15a   Psalm: 42&43 

Second Lesson: Galatians 3:23-29   Gospel: Luke 8:26-39 

  

 

 

Living into Our Mission @ St. John 

For the month of June as part of living into our mis-

sion St. John members will be collecting hygiene 

items for the Athens School District.  (Redeemer 

members are welcome to participate as well!) As in 

the past, items such as tooth paste, body wash, deo-

dorant etc. are much appreciated.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Serving in Worship @ St. John 

Reading the lessons & Prayers            Usher             Greeter

            

June 22: Margaret Cole   Bob Cornell      Bev Cornell 

June 29: Jennifer Joyce   Bruce Carpenter         Rose Carpenter 
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Welcome to the Christian family 

Andrew, Axel & Violet 

On Pentecost at the Church of the Redeemer, we 

welcomed into the Household of God Andrew 

(top right), Axel (bottom left) and (baby) Violet 

Lewis through the sacrament of Baptism.   

 

 

 

 

Calling all crafters (or those who can use scissors, glue, 

glitter, paper stock, 

and similar items). 

On Monday, June 23rd 

from 6:30 until 8:30 PM in 

the South Wing of SJLC 

we need your help creat-

ing decorations for our up-

coming Vacation Bible 

School.  Please let Louise Sackett or Pastor Melinda know if you are willing to 

help provide the enchantment of a water themed event.   

 

If the sun is shining, then come and 

browse Redeemer’s Book Sale—

outdoors, Parkside side yard.   

             Friday 10 until 2  
Look for NY Times bestsellers, popular authors and more.  Both hardbacks and pa-

per backs will be featured.  

BOOK SALE!  
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Birthdays @ St. John     Birthdays @ Redeemer 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 COFFEE TIME is making a special appearance this Sunday!  The SJLC fami-

ly so enjoyed having Pastor and Mrs. King with us earlier this spring,  and they 

seemed to enjoy us as well that our coffee providers thought it good to facilitate a 

time of fellowship and refreshment while they are 

among us.  Please come enjoy each other’s com-

pany after worship and extend a warm welcome 

to the Kings. 

 

 

Dakota Smith   6/20 

Dawn Farrel l   6/21 

Dominic Musick   6/27 

Kyler Roberts   6/28 

Emalie Shaffer   6/29 

 

Anniversaries @ St. John 

Tom & Deb Brandt  6/23 

Gil & Helen Herbert  6/26 

Jack Wheeler  6/18 

Ellen Croft   6/14  

Erin Wayman  6/21 

Nathan Prickitt  6/15 

Abigail Prickitt  6/15  

 

Anniversaries @ Redeemer 

Kevin & Jen Prickitt 6/24 
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St. John Corner 
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Redeemer Corner 

Weekly Video Spotlight 

As a part of our Year of Transition to become the 

Diocese of the Susquehanna, we are sharing 

weekly videos from Bishop Nichols, Bishop Scan-

lan, and ministry leaders from the Dioceses of 

Bethlehem and Central Pennsylvania. In this week's 

video, Bishop Nichols addresses the recent, unjust, and heartbreaking raid in Southside 

Bethlehem, where 17 construction workers were detained by ICE agents. Bishop Nichols re-

minds us of our call to walk in love, to live as one interconnected and diverse body of 

Christ, and to honor our baptismal vow: to strive for justice and respect the dignity of every 

human being.   Weekly Video Spotlight: Bishop Kevin Nichols  

 

New Alarm System 

The new alarm system is up and running at Redeemer. For those that may need to be in the 

office  outside of office hours, there are detailed instructions outside of the office door. The 

code is the same. If you do not remember the code it is on the sheet in the office next to the 

keypad. Ladies of the Altar Guild. The instructions for the sacristy are next to the keypad. 

The code is the same. If you do not remember the code please ask one of the other ladies or 

give Jerry a call. Her number is on the instruction sheet in the sacristy.   

 

 Parking Lot Reconstruction 

Reconstruction of parking lot will begin on Monday, June 23rd. During this time of con-

struction the parking lot will not be accessible. For the Wed. & Sat. services please park in 

the spaces available at the park side of the church. We will let you know as soon as the pro-

 

Outreach at Redeemer 
For the month of June we are collecting canned chicken and tuna for our 

local food pantries. You may drop off you items here at St. John while in 

church on Sunday if you like, and we will make sure it gets to the pan-

tries. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VbhLCtL9kbc
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Hello churches, 

My Brother's Keeper just had it's 33RD anniversary of making sleeping bags for 

the homeless and blankets for shelters. This all-volunteer group keeps going with 

mostly donated materials.  

Presently we have plenty of fabric but need batting,( that is the warm center of 

each blanket or bag sandwiched between front and back) .It can have stains or 

blemishes because it doesn't show, just needs to be clean. If you have any old mat-

tress pads, blankets, fleece, comforters, old commercially made sleeping bags, 

drapes (without rubber backing),quilt batting or flannel sheets, we can turn them 

into warmth for those in need. We have even used rolls of pool table felt! 

We also need 3/4" to 1" wide band aids, any brand, men's cloth hankies, bandanas 

or even cloth napkins work.  

We have been blessed with new volunteers recently, but many hands make light 

work, so anyone interested in joining us Tuesdays from 9:30- 12:00 is welcome. 

No regular attendance required.  Only skill needed is to be able to tie a knot. If you 

can tie your shoes, you can tie a quilt.  

Anyone that wants to knit or crochet scarves, hats or mittens at home,( we  always 

need mittens), we can provide yarn. 

Donations can be dropped off at the Athens Methodist church 118 S Main St Ath-

ens, PA. Church is unlocked between 9-1 Monday thru Friday ,use ramp door 

around back ,turn right past kitchen, leave items in closet labeled Thelma's Room. 

Many thanks for your continued support. Grateful for our generous community!  

 

 

“We think sometimes that poverty is only being hungry, naked, and homeless. The 

poverty of being unwanted, unloved, and uncared for is the greatest poverty. We 

must start in our own homes to remedy this kind of poverty.” – Mother Teresa 
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Jesus heals a demon possessed man. 
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