First Sunday after Christmas
The Holy Eucharist Rite Two
Entrance Rite, Eucharistic Prayer B
Sunday, December 28, 2025, 11 a.m.

Entrance Hymn “Good Christian Friends, Rejoice” Hymnal #107
(This hymn is in the public domain).
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1 Good  Chris - tian friends, re - joice with heart and soul and voice;
2 Good Chris - tian friends, re - joice with heart and soul and voice;
3 Good  Chris - tian friends, re - joice with heart and soul and voice;
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give ye heed to  what we say: Je - sus Christ s born to - day;
now ye hear of end - less bliss; Je - sus Christ was  born for this!
now vye need not fear the grave: Je - sus Christ was  born to save!
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He hath o-pened hea-ven’s door, and we are blest for ev - er-more.
Calls you one and calls you all to gain his ev - er - last-ing hall
P
d g 4 J g g d DL gL
rax | = I = T =Y = I T =
T e T o o e | 2 e
T \ T \ \ \ \ T ‘
Fa | | |
75 . . [ —— o= I | i : —— il
o—F— T . =S
D) ’ 3
P T p_we @ \ |
Christ is born to - day! Christ is born to - day!
Christ was born for this! Christ  was born for this!
Christ was born to save!/_\ Christ  was born to save!
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Opening Acclamation (BCP p. 355)

People

Blessed are you holy and living one.

You come to set your people free.

Collect for Purity (BCP p. 355)
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid:
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly
love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Hymn of Praise “Gloria” S-280
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glo - ry of God the Fa - ther A - men.
Music: Robert Powell (b. 1932), rev. Setting: Copyright © Church Publishing Inc.

The Collect of the Day (BCP p. 213)

Celebrant The Lord be with you.

People And also with you.

Celebrant Let us pray.

Almighty God, you have poured upon us the new light of your incarnate Word: Grant that this
light, enkindled in our hearts, may shine forth in our lives; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who
lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

The Lessons
First Reading:
A Reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah(61:10- -62:3).

"'T will greatly rejoice in the LORD, my whole being shall exult in my God; for he has clothed
me with the garments of salvation, he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, as a
bridegroom decks himself with a garland, and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. ''For as
the earth brings forth its shoots, and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up, so the
Lord Gob will cause righteousness and praise to spring up before all the nations. **'For Zion’s
sake I will not keep silent, and for Jerusalem’s sake I will not rest, until her vindication shines
out like the dawn, and her salvation like a burning torch. “The nations shall see your
vindication, and all the kings your glory; and you shall be called by a new name that the mouth
of the LORD will give. “You shall be a crown of beauty in the hand of the LORD, and a royal
diadem in the hand of your God.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



Psalm 147
How good it is to sing praises to our God!

1 Hallelujah!
How good it is to sing praises to our God! *
how pleasant it is to honor him with praise!

2 The LORD rebuilds Jerusalem; *
he gathers the exiles of Israel.

3 He heals the brokenhearted *
and binds up their wounds.

4 He counts the number of the stars *
and calls them all by their names.

5 Great is our LORD and mighty in power; *
there is no limit to his wisdom.

6 The LORD lifts up the lowly, *
but casts the wicked to the ground.

7 Sing to the LORD with thanksgiving; *
make music to our God upon the harp.

8 He covers the heavens with clouds *
and prepares rain for the earth;

9 He makes grass to grow upon the mountains *
and green plants to serve mankind.

10  He provides food for flocks and herds *
and for the young ravens when they cry.

11 He is not impressed by the might of a horse; *
he has no pleasure in the strength of a man;

12 But the LORD has pleasure in those who fear him, *
in those who await his gracious favor.

13 Worship the LORD, O Jerusalem; *
praise your God, O Zion;

14  For he has strengthened the bars of your gates; *
he has blessed your children within you.

15  He has established peace on your borders; *
he satisfies you with the finest wheat.

16  He sends out his command to the earth, *
and his word runs very swiftly.



17  He gives snow like wool; *
he scatters hoarfrost like ashes.

18  He scatters his hail like bread crumbs; *
who can stand against his cold?

19  He sends forth his word and melts them; *
he blows with his wind, and the waters flow.

20 He declares his word to Jacob, *
his statutes and his judgments to Israel.

21  He has not done so to any other nation; *
to them he has not revealed his judgments.
Hallelujah!

How good it is to sing praises to our God!

Second Reading:
A Reading from Paul's letter to the Galatians (3:23-25, 4:4-7).

“*Now before faith came, we were imprisoned and guarded under the law until faith would be
revealed. “*Therefore the law was our disciplinarian until Christ came, so that we might be
justified by faith. “’But now that faith has come, we are no longer subject to a disciplinarian.
““But when the fullness of time had come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under
the law, “in order to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as
children. °And because you are children, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts,
crying, “Abba! Father!” 'So you are no longer a slave but a child, and if a child then also an

heir, through God.
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
Sequence Hymn “Lo, How a Rose e'er Blooming Hymnal #81
(This hymn is in the public domain).
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1 Lo, how a Rose e’er bloom-ing from ten - der stem hath sprung!
2 I - sa - iah ’twas fore - told it, the Rose I have in  mind,
* 3 O Flower, whose fra- grance ten - der with sweet - ness  fills the air,
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Gospel:

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John 1:1-18).
(Glory to you, Lord Christ)

'In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. “He was
in the beginning with God. “All things came into being through him, and without him not one
thing came into being. What has come into being “in him was life, and the life was the light of
all people. “The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.

“There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. "He came as a witness to testify to
the light, so that all might believe through him. “He himself was not the light, but he came to
testify to the light. “The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.

'"He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not
know him. ''He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. '“But to all
who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, “who
were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God.



'“And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as
of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth. '°(John testified to him and cried out, “This was
he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me ranks ahead of me because he was before me.’ )
'“From his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. ''The law indeed was given through
Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. '“No one has ever seen God. It is God the
only Son, who is close to the Father’s heart, who has made him known.

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Sermon Rev. Canon Melinda M. Artman

The Nicene Creed (BCP p. 358)
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.



We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Prayers of the People (taken from Hear our Prayer pg. 28).

Heavenly Father, we are your children, formed and created for love. Give us hearts that see our
neighbors as our true brothers and sisters, that we might care for one another as you care for us
and hear our prayers as we say Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

We pray for all those who worship you in the church universal, that the good news might be
proclaimed, lives enriched, and hands put into service for those in need, all that your name
might be known and glorified. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

We pray for our nation and its leaders. And for all nations, that you will be the guiding force
that directs all decisions and actions for the benefits of all the world. Lord in your mercy, hear
our prayer.

We pray for our planet that your peace might prevail, that your love might win over all hearts.
We pray that the abundance of this life might be shared with those who have little and that the
plight of the persecuted might become untenable for those who live in plenty. Lord in your
mercy, hear our prayer.

We pray for our own personal needs and concerns, for those we love, for those we mourn, for
the success of our labor and the needs of our own families, asking you to be present to us and to
those we love this day and every day. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

We pray for those who are afraid, who hunger, who are imprisoned in cells or by illness or
addiction. We pray for certainty, shelter, food, liberation, and healing and for the peace of those
whose needs are known to you alone. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

We pray for the sick and the dying. Especially we pray for Brenda, Hildegard, Brandon, Zach,
Dawn, Bobby, Janice, Denise, Jason, Kelly, Anne, Kaitlyn, Bruce, Linda, and Kristina. We pray
for those who mourn and those who offer comfort, for the release of fear and the increase of
faith, and for our hope of life eternal lived in your presence. Lord in your mercy, hear our
prayer.

Abba, Father, hear our prayers offered in the security of your love and grant them not as we
desire but as may be best for us. Amen.

Confession of Sin (Enriching our Worship p. 56)

Let us confess our sins to God.

God of all mercy,

we confess that we have sinned against you,
opposing your will in our lives.

We have denied your goodness in each other,



in ourselves, and in the world you have created.
We repent of the evil that enslaves us,
the evil we have done,
and the evil done on our behalf.
Forgive, restore, and strengthen us
through our Savior Jesus Christ,
that we may abide in your love
and serve only your will. Amen.

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through the grace of Jesus Christ,
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.
Amen.

The Peace (BCP p. 360)
Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People And also with you.

The Holy Communion

Offertory Sentence (BCP p. 376)
Offer to God a sacrifice of thanksgiving, and make good your vows to the Most High.
Psalm 50:14

Offertory Hymn “What Child is This” Hymnal #115
(This hymn is in the public domain).
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Sursum Corda (BCP p. 367)

The Great Thanksgiving

Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant Lift up your hearts.
People We lift them to the Lord.
Celebrant

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

10



People

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father

It is right to give him thanks and praise.
Proper Preface (BCP p. 367)

Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.

Because you gave Jesus Christ, your only Son, to be born for us; who, by the mighty power of

the Holy Spirit, was made perfect Man of the flesh of the Virgin Mary his mother; so that we

might be delivered from the bondage of sin, and receive power to become your children.

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the
company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

Sanctus S-125
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Words of Institution (BCP p. 368)
We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in

creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets;

and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be

incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have
delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us

out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life.
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On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given
thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body,
which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and
said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and
for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of
me.” Therefore, according to his command, O Father,

We remember his death,
We proclaim his resurrection,
We await his coming in glory;

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you,
from your creation, this bread and this wine.

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the
Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his
sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the
fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly
country where, with all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and
daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church,
and the author of our salvation.

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours,
Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.

The Lord’s Prayer (BCP p. 364)
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy Name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,

forever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread
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Fraction Anthem S-154

This setting is not used in Lent.
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Invitation (BCP p. 364)

The Gifts of God for the People of God.

Distribution (BCP p. 365)
The Body of Christ, the bread of heaven. [4men.]
The Blood of Christ, the cup of salvation. [Amen.]

Post-Communion Prayer (BCP p. 366)
Let us pray.

Almighty and everliving God,

we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food
of the most precious Body and Blood

of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ;

and for assuring us in these holy mysteries

that we are living members of the Body of your Son,
and heirs of your eternal kingdom.

And now, Father, send us out

to do the work you have given us to do,

to love and serve you

as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord.

To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit,

be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.

Christmas Blessing (from the Book of Occasional Services pg. 11).

May Christ, who by his Incarnation gathered into one things earthly and heavenly, fill you with
his joy and peace; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be among you, and remain with you always. Amen.
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Closing Hymn
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snow had fal - len, snow on snow, SNOW__ on SNOW,
in  the bleak mid - win - ter a sta - ble - place suf ficed
but his mo - ther on - ly, in  her maid - en bliss,
if I were a wise __ man, I would do my part;
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“In the Bleak Midwinter” Hymnal #112
(This hymn is in the public domain),
0 | — \\K\ il 1 | | Pas— | | S
6 :ls s el 5 Jt]le &, ],
I .

: — 7 T et F 5 f % v

1 In the bleak mid - win - ter, frost -y wind made moan,

2 Our God, heaven can - not hold him, nor____ earth sus - tain;

3 An - gels and arch - an - gels may have gath - ered there,

4 What can I give him, poor_ as 1 am?

P s ob ,1 | J e | .
a3 1 @ . | 4 > o y 2 - o | o s —
P e 3§ _—# <

‘ ' \ I MY | f l/ T
[a) | N | | - N .
f— ] 7 ma— J ! N—+—» r ‘ ! N I ¥
%W—c- ;e s—so F : * ﬁ fj ﬁ Gt
r FoEp f
earth stood hard as i - ron, wa ter like a stone;
heaven and earth shall flee a - way when he comes to  reign:
cher - u - bim and se - ra-phim throng - ed  the air;
If I were a shep - herd, I would bring a lamb;
R S L
e 55—
AR e — -1 '
e ——— — — ——
o B} : ) o o y 2! \}

14



Dismissal (BCP p. 366)

The service is done, but our work continues. Let us go forth in the name of
Christ.

People Thanks be to God.

From riteplanning.com.
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