
VESTRY MEETING MAY 12, 2026 

 

Present: Rev. Cn Melinda Artman, Alice Bennett, Bruce Carpenter, Margaret Cole, 

Doreen Marshall, Mitzi Mohn, Glenn Murrelle, Linda Murrelle, Diane Siebecker, Jeff 

Watson  

 

Absent: none 

 

Treasurer: Bruce Carpenter 

 

Chairperson: Rev. Cn Melinda Artman 

 

Easter Devotions 

 

Agenda: Motion to accept the agenda made by Bruce, seconded by Jeff. Add to New 

Business - Pesticide Application by Lawngevity. Add to Old Business – Audit 

Committee. Motion carries with additions noted.   

 

Minutes: Motion to accept the April meeting minutes made by Margaret, seconded by 

Jeff. Motion carries. 

 

Treasurer’s Report: Motion to accept the April Treasurer’s Report made by Diane, 

seconded by Alice. Motion carries.  

  

Highlights:  

Pledges (and therefore Operating Income) continue to run nearly a month behind where 

we had budgeted. This is not concerning at this point. 

 

Tribute Quartet Concert Update – the free will offering was $1,896, 25% of which we 

need to send the Valley United Presbyterian Church. After expenses were paid, we have a 

deficit of $2,528 which we could pay back from the Conklin Fund. Alice made a motion, 

seconded by Glenn, that we use Conklin Funds for this. Motion carries.  

 

Checking Account Signatory – At present, Bruce, Linda, Glenda Hinsman, and Gretchen 

Rentschler are authorized signatories. Adoption of a Vestry Resolution is needed to make 

a change. Cn. Melinda made a motion to remove Gretchen & add Margaret Cole. Jeff 

seconded the motion. Motion carries. A letter authorizing the change will be sent to our 

bank after signed by the Clerk of Vestry. Bruce requested a copy of the letter. 

 

Senior Warden’s Report: 

• Parish Park Fair plans are progressing. We have 11 Vendors. Donkeys, lambs, and 

goats are coming to the fair. 

• We have 6 Mowing Teams which is wonderful. 

• Youth Group – meeting regularly.  

 

 



Junior Warden/Building & Grounds Chair Report: 

• A new Sump Pump has been installed in the kitchen. The cost was $752. The 

information is in Boiler Room. 

• The Parking Lot Exit Sign has been re-installed. 

• Deadbolts for the Sacristy Stairwell & Sacristy Exterior Door have been obtained 

& will be installed. 

• Jeff looked into the lighting of the Parking Lot; motion sensor lighting not 

feasible, digital device with a key pad (on at 5 PM off at 11 PM), issue with 

daylight savings time, on at dusk, off at dawn. After discussion, consensus of 

Vestry is to leave the way it is. 

• Looking at 3-way switch for Atrium lighting.   

• The exterior door frames in the parlor and parish hall are swollen creating an issue 

with closure. Likely needs new door frames/doors. Will want a window in the 

parish hall door. Jeff will do some research.    

• The light outside the Chapel has been out. Will ask Mountain Lake Electric to 

change the bulb. 

• The exterior door project is expected to start later this month. 

 

Rector’s Report: 

• Ray Nobles Memorial Service is June 6 at 6:30 PM (after the 5:15 worship 

service). 

• My next diocesan visit is May 31st. Our joint worship will be at St. John at 9 AM. 

There is not any supply clergy available. Skip Roupp will officiate. 

• Summer worship begins mid-June. Seven weeks at St. John, six weeks at 

Redeemer. Summer worship begins at 10 AM. 

• We have a potential Lutheran Assistant (a pastor) who uses a motorized 

wheelchair. If hired, we may need to make modifications (such as an automatic 

door opener). 

• On May 2nd we had a meeting regarding 6-2-6-1 with local Episcopal and 

Lutheran Church leadership. The meeting was informative and engaging. 

• Hallmarks of Intergenerational Worship Tool Kit is available online. This is to 

help churches assess and deepen how they welcome and empower worshippers of 

all ages. 

   

Other Reports: 

• St. Mary’s Guild (Mitzi & Linda) provided estimates on parlor flooring from 

NASCO & Croft’s. Samples of flooring shown to Vestry. These were glue-down 

options. Click-lock vinyl plank flooring may be the better option but the floor 

surface under the Baby Grand Piano is problematic. Discussion followed. 

Possibly relocate or rehome the piano. No decision made until that can be 

decided. 

     

Old Business: 

• Thanks to our on-line viewership, we are now entitled to 3 Convention delegates 

& one alternate. Currently Linda is our delegate and Margaret is the alternate. Cn. 



Melinda suggests Margaret be a delegate and need one more. Diane volunteered 

to be the alternate. This involves a Zoom meeting the first weekend of October & 

in-person for Convention the third weekend of October. Alice made a motion to 

empower Linda & Margaret to get one more delegate, motion seconded by Glenn. 

Motion carries. 

• Audit Committee – Cn. Melinda & Bruce. Will ask Amy Murrelle to join the 

group. 

• No update on Stations of the Cross/Epiphany School. 

 

New Business: 

• We received a request from Pastor Anne Canfield to support The Children’s 

House Child Advocacy Center with either a fundraising dinner or designate as a 

quarterly donation (Conklin Fund). Alice made a motion to designate our next 

quarterly donation of $250 plus $100 from Community Supper funds to this 

agency, seconded by Margaret. Motion carries. 

• Our Scout Troop will be setting up for Community Suppers. 

• To combat dandelions Lawngevity will provide 6 pesticide applications at a cost 

of $300. Margaret made a motion, seconded by Jeff to proceed with this. Motion 

carries. 

• We have gotten a solicitation from King’s Brass to perform here over the summer. 

It is costly so we decided to decline at this time. 

 

Adjourn with saying of The Lord’s Prayer   

Motion to adjourn made by Bruce, seconded by Jeff. Motion carries – 7:55 PM 

 

Our next meeting is Tuesday, June 9, 2026 at 6:30 PM 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Diane Siebecker 

Clerk of Vestry 


