St. John Lutheran Church &
Church of the Redeemer (Episcopal)
Season after Pentecost (Ordinary Time)
Combined Worship 10:00 a.m.
July 5, 2026

Prelude

Announcements

Confession

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,

who forgives all our sin,

whose mercy endures forever.

Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are
hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Gracious God,

have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given ourselves into the
power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion forgive us our
sins, known and unknown, things we have done and things we have failed to do. Turn us
again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in newness
of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive together
with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of + Jesus Christ, your sins are
forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may
live in your hearts through faith.

Amen.



Opening Hymn “Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing”

(This hymn is in the public domain).

Hymn #807

Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing
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I Come, thou Fount of ev-'ry bless-ing, tune my hecart to sing thy grace;
2 Here 1 raise my Eb-en - e - zer: “Hith-er by thy help [I've come™;
3 Oh, to grace how great a debt-or dai-ly I'm con-strained to be;
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streams of  mer - ¢y, nev-er ceas-ing, call for songs of loud-est praise.
and I hope. by thy good plea-sure, safe-ly to  ar - rive at home.
let  that  grace now like a fet - ter bind my wan-d'ring heartto thee.
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While the hope of end-less glo - ry fills my heart with joy and love,
Je - sus sought me when a strang-er, wan-d'ring from the fold of God:
Prone to wan - der, Lord, I feel it: prone to  leave the God I love.
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teach me ev - er to a - dore thee; may I still thy good-ness prove.
he, to res - cue me from dan-ger, in-ter - posed his pre-cious blood.
Here’s my heart, oh, take and seal it; seal it for thy courts a - bove.

Text: Robert Robinson, 1735-1790, alt.
Music: NETTLETON, J. Wyeth, Repasitory of Sacred Music, Part [1, 1813

Greeting

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all.

And also with you.



Canticle of Praise/Gloria ELW p. 185
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Prayer of the Day/Collect (ELW p. 40)

You are great, O God, and greatly to be praised. You have made us for yourself, and our hearts
are restless until they rest in you. Grant that we may believe in you, call upon you, know you,
and serve you, through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

Word

A Reading from the Book of the Prophet Zechariah (9:9-12).

’Rejoice greatly, O daughter Zion! Shout aloud, O daughter Jerusalem! See, your king comes
to you; triumphant and victorious is he, humble and riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a
donkey. '’ He will cut off the chariot from Ephraim and the war horse from Jerusalem; and the
battle bow shall be cut off, and he shall command peace to the nations; his dominion shall be
from sea to sea and from the River to the ends of the earth.

' As for you also, because of the blood of my covenant with you, I will set your prisoners free
from the waterless pit. '* Return to your stronghold, O prisoners of hope; today I declare that I
will restore to you double.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Psalm 145:8-14
The LORD is gracious and full of compassion. (Ps. 145:8)

8 The LORD is gracious and full of compassion,
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.

9 LORD, you are good to all,
and your compassion is over all your works.

10 All your works shall praise you, O LORD,
and your faithful ones shall bless you.

11  They shall tell of the glory of your kingdom
and speak of your power,

12 that all people may know of your power
and the glorious splendor of your kingdom.

13  Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom; your dominion endures throughout all
ages.
You, LORD, are faithful in all your words, and loving in all your works.

14 The Lord upholds all those who fall
and lifts up those who are bowed down.

The LORD is gracious and full of compassion. (Ps. 145:8)

Second Lesson
A Reading from Paul’s Letter to the Romans (7:15-25a).



T do not understand my own actions. For I do not do what I want, but I do the very thing I
hate. '°Now if I do what I do not want, I agree that the law is good. '’ But in fact it is no longer
I who do it but sin that dwells within me. '® For I know that the good does not dwell within me,
that is, in my flesh. For the desire to do the good lies close at hand, but not the ability. '’ For I
do not do the good I want, but the evil I do not want is what I do. *° Now if I do what I do not
want, it is no longer I who do it but sin that dwells within me.

?'So I find it to be a law that, when I want to do what is good, evil lies close at hand. ** For I
delight in the law of God in my inmost self, >’ but I see in my members another law at war with
the law of my mind, making me captive to the law of sin that dwells in my
members. ** Wretched person that I am! Who will rescue me from this body of death? *°* Thanks
be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord!

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation ELW p. 188
(The congregation stands as they are able).

Gospel Acclamation
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The Holy Gospel according to Matthew (11:16-19, 25-30).
Glory to you, O Lord.
[Jesus spoke to the crowd saying:] ' “To what will I compare this generation? It is like children
sitting in the marketplaces and calling to one another,

I7“We played the flute for you, and you did not dance;

we wailed, and you did not mourn.’

% “For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has a demon’; '’ the Son of
Man came eating and drinking, and they say, ‘Look, a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax



collectors and sinners!” Yet wisdom is vindicated by her deeds.”

?9 At that time Jesus said, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have
hidden these things from the wise and the intelligent and have revealed them to infants; *° yes,
Father, for such was your gracious will. >’ All things have been handed over to me by my
Father, and no one knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the
Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal him.

28 <“Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you
rest. ” Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and
you will find rest for your souls. *’ For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.”

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
Children’s Minute & Sermon Pastor Melinda M. Artman
Hymn of the Day “Come to Me All Pilgrims Thirsty” Hymn #777

(This hymn is used with permission from One License #4-727631).

Come to Me, All Pilgrims Thirsty
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“Come to me, all pil-grims thirst - y; drink the wa-ter | will give.
“Come to me, all trav-lers wea - ry; come that [ may give you rest.
“Come to me, be - liev-ers bur-dened: find re - fresh-ment in this place.
“Come to me, re - pen-tant sin - ners; leave be - hind your guilt and shame.

=
N —

o 1 - L@P‘D
) .

=== 1

. 1 1 I
=SEESE S eSS s

S—

If  you knew what gift I of - fer. you would come to me and live”
Drink the cup of life I of - fer; at this ta - ble be my guest”
Come, re-ceive the gift | of - fer, urn to  me and seek my face™
Come and know di - vine com-pas-sion, turn  to  me, [ call your name.”



Refrain
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Je-sus, ev - er- flow-ing foun - tain, give us wa-ter from your well.
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In the gra - cious gift you of - fer there is joy no tongue can tell.
5 “Come to me, distressed and needy:; 6 “Come to me, abandoned. orphaned:
| would be your trusted friend. lonely ways no longer roam.
Come and seek the gift | offer. Come and take the gift | offer,
come, your open hands extend.” Refrain let me make in you my home.” Refrain

Text: Delores Dufner, osb, b. 1939
Music: BeacH Serina, The Sacred Harp, Philadelphia, 1844
Text © 1992, 1996 Sisters of St. Benedacr, St. Joseph, MN

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright adminisuastor.

The Apostles Creed (ELW p. 105)
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.



Prayers of Intercession
Trusting in God’s steadfast love for all God has made, let us pray for the church, the world, and
all of creation.

A brief silence.

God our unity, your church flourishes in different languages, cultures, and movements. Grant us
wisdom to discern when our yokes are too heavy, that we may live and serve in the freedom of
your rest. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

God our life-giver, we grieve the pains placed upon our common home through war and
neglect. What you have lovingly crafted, guide us to lovingly tend. God of grace,
hear our prayer.

God our freedom, you are the author of peace. As this nation marks its declaration of
independence, teach us our part in announcing peace for future generations. God of grace,
hear our prayer.

God our comfort, liberate all in our community who are captive to fear, who have become
isolated or ill, or who are in any need especially Kathy, Susan, Tim, Martha, Helen, Gene, Joe,
Lara, Debbie, Richard, Brenda, Hildegard, Brandon, Zach, Dawn, Bobby, Jason, Kelly, Kaitlyn,
Denise, Bruce, Kristina, Berry, Walt, Kim, Shannon, Dawson, and Louise. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

God our guide, we do not always have the strength to do the good we wish to do. Free us from
the cycles of violence that bind us, that all know your liberation. God of grace,
hear our prayer.

We lift up the prayers from the prayer wall at Redeemer. For what else shall we pray? ... God
of grace, hear our prayer.

Your intercessions are invited at this time spoken aloud or in the silence of your heart. God of
Grace, hear our prayer.

God our home, you model freedom through the love shared across communities of trust and
goodwill. As we remember those now gone to eternal rest, we thank you for the gifts of life
together. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Grateful for your abundant provision and trusting in your goodness, we cast all our cares upon
you, through the abundant grace of Christ Jesus.
Amen.

Peace (ELW p. 106)

The peace of the Christ be with you always.
Response: And also with you.

(please be seated).



Offertory Hymn “Take My Life that I may Be” Hymn #685
(This hymn is in the public domain).

Take My Life, That I May Be
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I Take my life, that | may be con-se-crat-ed, Lord, to thee;
2 Take my hands and let them move at the im-pulse of thy love;
3 Take my voice and let me sing al-ways,on - ly, for my King:
4 Take my sil - ver and my gold, not a mite would I  with - hold;
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take my mo-ments and my days; let them flow in cease-less praise.
take my feet and let them be swift and beau - ti - ful for thee.
take my lips and let them be filled with mes - sag - es from thee.
take my in - tel - lect, and use ev -ty powT as thou shalt choose.
5 Take my will and make it thine; 6 Take my love: my Lord, I pour

it shall be no longer mine. at thy feet its treasure store;

Take my heart, it is thine own; take myself, and I will be

it shall be thy royal throne. ever, only, all for thee.

Text: Frances R. Havergal, 1836-1879, alt.
Music: Parmos, William H. Havergal, 1793-1870

Offertory Prayer:

Holy God, gracious and merciful, you bring forth food from the earth and nourish your whole
creation. Turn our hearts toward those who hunger in any way, that all may know your care;
and prepare us now to feast on the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. AMEN.

The Great Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.



Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is truly right, and good and joyful, to give you thanks, all-holy God, source of life and

fountain of mercy.

You have filled us and all creation with your blessing and fed us with your constant love; you
have redeemed us in Jesus Christ and knit us into one body. Through your Spirit you replenish
us and call us to fullness of life.

Therefore, joining with Angels and Archangels and with the faithful of every generation, we lift
our voices with all creation as we sing (say):
Holy, Holy, Holy (ELW p. 190)
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Blessed are you, Gracious God, creator of the universe and giver of life. You formed us in your
own image and called us to dwell in your infinite love. You gave the world into our care that we
might be your faithful stewards and show forth your bountiful grace.

But we failed to honor your image in one another and in ourselves; we would not see your
goodness in the world around us; and so we violated your creation, abused one another, and
rejected your love. Yet you never ceased to care for us, and prepared the way of salvation for all
people.

Through Abraham and Sarah you called us into covenant with you. You delivered us from
slavery, sustained us in the wilderness, and raised up prophets to renew your promise of
salvation. Then, in the fullness of time, you sent your eternal Word, made mortal flesh in Jesus.
Born into the human family, and dwelling among us, he revealed your glory. Giving himself
freely to death on the cross, he triumphed over evil, opening the way of freedom and life.

On the night before he died for us, Our Savior Jesus Christ took bread, and when he had given
thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his friends, and said:

“Take, eat:
This is my Body which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me”

As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine, and when he had given thanks, he gave it to
them, and said:

“Drink this, all of you:

This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is poured out for you and for all for the
forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this in the remembrance of me.”

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Christ has died.

Christ is risen.

Christ will come again.

Remembering his death and resurrection, we now present to you from your creation this bread
and wine. By your Holy Spirit may they be for us the Body and Blood of our Savior Jesus
Christ. Grant that we who share these gifts may be filled with the Holy Spirit and live as
Christ’s Body in the world. Bring us into the everlasting heritage of your daughters and sons,
that with all your saints, past, present, and yet to come, we may praise your Name for ever.

Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, to you be honor,
glory, and praise, for ever and ever. AMEN.

The Lord’s Prayer
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
12



on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread

Invitation
The gifts of God for the people of God.

Lamb of God
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Administration of Communion

Post-Communion Prayer
Let us pray.

Eternal God, heavenly Father,
you have graciously accepted us as living members

13



of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,
and you have fed us with spiritual food
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.
Send us now into the world in peace,
and grant us strength and courage

to love and serve you

with gladness and singleness of heart;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Sending of Communion (ELW p. 72)

Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you sent the angel to feed
Elijah with heavenly bread, assist us in this ministry on which we set forth. In your love and
care, nourish and strengthen those to whom we bring this sacrament, that through the body and
blood of your Son we all may know the comfort of you abiding presence. Amen.

Blessing

Life is short. We don’t have much time to gladden the hearts of those who walk this way with
us. So be swift to love and make haste to be kind; and the blessing of God Almighty, Father,
Son, and Holy Spirit be with you now and for ever. Amen.

Amen.

Closing Hymn “His Eye is on the Sparrow” Insert

Dismissal (ELW p. 192)

The service 1s done but our work continues. Go in peace. Christ is with you.
Thanks be to God.

Postlude

Today’s hymns were chosen by Kaarina & Sarah Efthimiou. Thank you Kaarina & Sarah.
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