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Twelfth “Saturday” after Pentecost:  

The Holy Eucharist Rite Two 

Entrance Rite, Eucharistic Prayer A 

Saturday, August 15, 2026, 5:15 p.m.  

 

Opening Acclamation (BCP p. 355) 

  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

People And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 

  

Collect for Purity (BCP p. 355) 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 

Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 

love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Opening Anthem (BCP p. 356) 

Glory to God in the highest, 

and peace to his people on earth. 

Lord God, heavenly King, 

almighty God and Father, 

we worship you, we give you thanks, 

we praise you for your glory. 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 

Lord God, Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world: 

have mercy on us; 

you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 

receive our prayer. 

For you alone are the Holy One, 

you alone are the Lord, 

you alone are the Most High, 

Jesus Christ, 

with the Holy Spirit, 

in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

 

The Collect of the Day (BCP p. 232) 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Almighty God, you have given your only Son to be for us a sacrifice for sin, and also an 

example of godly life: Give us grace to receive thankfully the fruits of his redeeming work, and 

to follow daily in the blessed steps of his most holy life; through Jesus Christ your Son our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
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The Lessons 

 

First Reading: 

A reading from the book of the Prophet Isaiah (56:1, 6-8). 

 Thus says the LORD: 

Maintain justice, and do what is right, 

for soon my salvation will come, 

and my deliverance be revealed. 

And the foreigners who join themselves to the LORD, 

to minister to him, to love the name of the LORD, 

and to be his servants, 

all who keep the sabbath, and do not profane it, 

and hold fast my covenant-- 

these I will bring to my holy mountain, 

and make them joyful in my house of prayer; 

their burnt offerings and their sacrifices 

will be accepted on my altar; 

for my house shall be called a house of prayer 

for all peoples. 

Thus says the Lord GOD, 

who gathers the outcasts of Israel, 

I will gather others to them 

besides those already gathered. 

The Word of the Lord.                                              Thanks be to God.  

Psalm 67 

“Let the peoples praise you, O God” (Ps. 67:3) 

1  May God be merciful to us and bless us, * 

show us the light of his countenance and come to us. 

2  Let your ways be known upon earth, * 

your saving health among all nations. 

3  Let the peoples praise you, O God; * 

let all the peoples praise you. 

4  Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, * 

for you judge the peoples with equity 

and guide all the nations upon earth. 

5  Let the peoples praise you, O God; * 

let all the peoples praise you. 
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6  The earth has brought forth her increase; * 

may God, our own God, give us his blessing. 

7  May God give us his blessing, * 

and may all the ends of the earth stand in awe of him. 

“Let the peoples praise you, O God” (Ps.67:3) 

Second Reading: 

A reading from Paul's letter to the Romans (11:1-2a, 29-32). 

I ask, then, has God rejected his people? By no means! I myself am an Israelite, a descendant of 

Abraham, a member of the tribe of Benjamin. God has not rejected his people whom he 

foreknew. For the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable. Just as you were once 

disobedient to God but have now received mercy because of their disobedience, so they have 

now been disobedient in order that, by the mercy shown to you, they too may now receive 

mercy. For God has imprisoned all in disobedience so that he may be merciful to all. 

The Word of the Lord.                                      Thanks be to God.  

Gospel: 

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew (15:[10-20] 21-28). 

(Glory to you,  Lord Christ). 

[Jesus called the crowd to him and said to them, “Listen and understand: it is not what goes into the 

mouth that defiles a person, but it is what comes out of the mouth that defiles.” Then the disciples 

approached and said to him, “Do you know that the Pharisees took offense when they heard what 

you said?” He answered, “Every plant that my heavenly Father has not planted will be uprooted. 

Let them alone; they are blind guides of the blind. And if one blind person guides another, both will 

fall into a pit.” But Peter said to him, “Explain this parable to us.” Then he said, “Are you also still 

without understanding? Do you not see that whatever goes into the mouth enters the stomach, and 

goes out into the sewer? But what comes out of the mouth proceeds from the heart, and this is what 

defiles. For out of the heart come evil intentions, murder, adultery, fornication, theft, false witness, 

slander. These are what defile a person, but to eat with unwashed hands does not defile.”] 

Jesus left that place and went away to the district of Tyre and Sidon. Just then a Canaanite woman 

from that region came out and started shouting, “Have mercy on me, Lord, Son of David; my 

daughter is tormented by a demon.” But he did not answer her at all. And his disciples came and 

urged him, saying, “Send her away, for she keeps shouting after us.” He answered, “I was sent only 

to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.” But she came and knelt before him, saying, “Lord, help 

me.” He answered, “It is not fair to take the children’s food and throw it to the dogs.” She said, 

“Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their masters’ table.” Then Jesus 

answered her, “Woman, great is your faith! Let it be done for you as you wish.” And her daughter 

was healed instantly. 

The Gospel of the Lord.       Praise to you, Lord Christ.  

The Sermon             The Rev. Canon Melinda M. Artman  
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The Nicene Creed (BCP p. 358) 

We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father. 

Through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven: 

by the power of the Holy Spirit 

he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 

and was made man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the Scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 

He has spoken through the Prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Prayers of Intercession 

With bold trust in God’s unfailing provision, we pray for the church, those in need, and all of 

God’s creation. 

A brief silence. 



5 

 

For believers around the world who stream to your holy mountain, that all be united in faith and 

harmony in the body of Christ. Let your church on earth be a witness to the beloved community 

of your heavenly kingdom. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

For your wondrous creation, that it thrives and flourishes as you intend. Raise up wise stewards 

to defend the natural world against carelessness and destruction. Safeguard endangered species 

and their habitats. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

For the nations of the world and all in authority, that they heed the cry of the outcast and ensure 

care for the most vulnerable. Give wisdom to leaders of countries, congregations, and 

communities, that they lead and serve justly. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

For all who are lonely, grieving, or struggling with chronic pain, that they find comfort, 

community, and hope. Send relief to all who struggle with illness of any kind especially Brenda, 

Hildegard, Brandon, Zach, Dawn, Bobby, Jason, Kelly, Kaitlyn, Denise, Bruce, Kristina, Walt, 

Kim, Louise, and Charlotte. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

For this congregation, for visitors and those new to this faith community, that all may recognize 

the presence of Christ in each new face. Draw this community together in love and strengthen it 

in unwavering faith. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

We lift up the prayers from the prayer wall….for what else shall we pray? Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

For the saints before us whose work is done, especially Wilma, John, Jean, Maybelle, Mary, 

Charles, and Gwen, that their faithful example continues to direct your church. May their 

witness remind us that your gifts and calling are irrevocable, whether in life or death. Merciful 

God, 

receive our prayer. 

Receive our prayers and answer, O God, as you have promised. All this we ask in the name of 

your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

Confession of Sin (BCP p. 360) 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we have sinned against you 

in thought, word, and deed, 

by what we have done, 

and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
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we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 

We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 

have mercy on us and forgive us; 

that we may delight in your will, 

and walk in your ways, 

to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 

strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. 

Amen. 

The Peace (BCP p. 360) 

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People And also with you. 

  

The Holy Communion 

The Great Thanksgiving 

 

Sursum Corda (BCP p. 361) 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 

People We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

  

Proper Preface (BCP p. 361) 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father 

Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 

For with your co-eternal Son and Holy Spirit, you are one God, one Lord, in Trinity of Persons 

and in Unity of Being: and we celebrate the one and equal glory of you, O Father, and of the 

Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the 

company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

Sanctus (BCP p. 362) 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 
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Words of Institution (BCP p. 362) 

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we had 

fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your 

only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to 

you, the God and Father of all. 

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself in obedience to your will, a 

perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and 

when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: 

This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and 

said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and 

for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of 

me.” 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and 

thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the 

holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully 

receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day 

bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. 

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of 

the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer (BCP p. 364) 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy Name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
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and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Breaking of the Bread 

 

Fraction Anthem (BCP p. 364) 

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 

Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 

Invitation (BCP p. 364) 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. 

Distribution (BCP p. 365) 

The Body of Christ, the bread of heaven. [Amen.] 

The Blood of Christ, the cup of salvation. [Amen.] 

Post-Communion Prayer (BCP p. 365) 

Let us pray. 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, 

you have graciously accepted us as living members 

of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 

and you have fed us with spiritual food 

in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 

Send us now into the world in peace, 

and grant us strength and courage 

to love and serve you 

with gladness and singleness of heart; 

through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Blessing  

Life is short. We don’t have much time to gladden the hearts of those who walk this way with 

us. So be swift to love and make haste to be kind; and the blessing of God Almighty, Father, 

Son, and Holy Spirit be with you now and for ever. Amen. 

Amen. 

Dismissal (BCP p. 366) 

  The service is done, but our work continues. Let us go forth in the name of 

Christ. 

People Thanks be to God. 
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