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The Lutherpalian 
A Publication of St. John Lutheran Church 

and  

Church of the Redeemer (Episcopal). 

Sayre, PA 18840 

August 20, 2026 

Pastor Melinda will be on vacation 8/24-25; 8/27-9/1 and be away at a 

training on 9/2.  Jerry Evans will be on vacation 8/31-9/4.  Jerry has 

arranged for office coverage at both churches.  Both congregations' 

offices’ will be closed for Labor Day, September 8. In the event of a 

pastoral emergency please call the congregation offices or Pastor’s cell 

phone.  

Next Sunday, August 30th we welcome Fr. Thomas Gramley 

who will preside at worship while Canon/Pastor Melinda is on 

vacation. Looking ahead, our worship service schedule is as 

follows: 

Saturday August 29 5:15 pm at Redeemer.  The Rev. Hazel 

Hunt presiding.  This service will NOT be livestreamed. 

Sunday August 30 at 10:00 a.m The Rev. Thomas Gramley 

presiding at Redeemer. 

Wednesday September 2 NO WORSHIP SERVICE 

Saturday September 5 5:15 pm Canon Melinda presiding.  

Sunday September 6 at 10:00 am OUR LAST JOINT SUMMER WORSHIP SERVICE. 

 

Saturday September 12 TBD. 

Sunday September 13 our regular worship service schedule begins: 

9:00 a.m. St. John Lutheran Church 

11:00 a.m. Church of the Redeemer (Episcopal) 

Joint Summer Worship 

Continues August 23 at the Church of the Redeemer at 10 a.m. 

https://www.picpedia.org/post-it-note/v/vacation.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
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Scripture Reflection 

Paul declares, "The gifts and the calling of God are 

irrevocable."  How do the gifts and calling of God support us?  How 

might they support us when we are not aware of them or even when  

we reject them? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

August Birthdays & Anniversaries at St. John 
Walter Hutz  8/26 

      

     

 

August Birthdays & Anniversaries at Redeemer 
 

Elaine Ferris  8/28         Melinda Artman & Nina Seebeck    8/28   

      

YOUTH GROUP LOCK-IN 

Our youth will be participating in a Lock-in Saturday of Labor Day weekend through Sunday 

worship.  For more information please contact Margaret Cole. 

 

SCRIPTURE LESSONS   AUGUST 23 

Isaiah: 51:1-6 

Psalm: 138 

Romans: 12:1-8  

Matthew: 16:13-20  

 

Serving in Worship for August 23 

Worship Assistant: Skip Roupp 

Greeter: Heather Romano 

Usher: Don Stevens 

AV Operator: Paul Romano 
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MEMORIAL SERVICE FOR GENE CERUTTI  

will be held at 2:00 PM at St. John Lutheran Church on Wednesday August 26th.  The service 

will be followed by a tailgate reception in the South Wing. 

ST. JOHN CORNER 

Our usual requests for donations for our outreach into the community are going on hiatus for the 

rest of the summer.  However, gently used items for our upcoming rummage sale in September 

will be gratefully accepted.  If you bring items on Sunday, please leave them in the atrium.  

We’ll get it to St. John. 

YOU ARE INVITED 

Bev Vasey would like to invite folks from St. John and Redeemer to join her for an afternoon of 

fun playing a card game called “Hand, Foot, and Elbow” on Monday, August 31st in the South 

Wing from 12:30 until the game is finished. Now this may sound like a game that requires the 

use of your hands, feet, and elbows, but that is not the case. This is a brief description: The 

"hand, foot, and elbow" card game is a regional or colloquial variation of Hand and Foot, a 

popular Canasta-style rummy game. In standard Hand and Foot, each player gets a "hand" 

(played first) and a "foot" (played once the hand is empty). The term "elbow" is typically a 

playful house-rule or alternate name for an extra pile (similar to variations called "knee, hand, 

and foot") where players manage three distinct card stacks. Please bring your own beverage and 

a snack if you would like.  

 

REDEEMER CORNER 

WEEKDAY WORSHIP CONTINUES 

Join us most Wednesdays at 12:05 pm for a spoken service of Holy Eucharist.  Each service we 

feature a saint or significant person in Christian history.  If this service is unable to be 

livestreamed, we post the recording shortly thereafter.   

OUTREACH AT REDEEMER 

For the month of August we will be collecting pasta sauce for our local food pantries.  

 

 

https://worldofcardgames.com/hand-and-foot
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Farewell & Godspeed for Bishop Christopher deForest 

Saturday August 29 at 1:00pm 

  
Location Update: 

St Paul Lutheran Church 
1185 Summer Hill Rd, Auburn, PA 17922 

 
Join us as we gather in worship to give thanks for Bishop deForest's faithful 
leadership and ministry with the Northeastern Pennsylvania Synod. Members 
of the synod, congregations, rostered ministers, and ministry partners are 
invited to celebrate his years of service, offer prayers and blessings as he begins 
his next chapter, and personally thank him during a reception following the 
service. A livestream of the worship service will be available. Please check the 
event webpage for the link. 
 

Space is limited, and registration is required for in person attendees. 
The registration deadline is Thursday, August 20. 

  
As additional details become available, they will be posted at 

godslove.org/farewell-godspeed/ 

Register  
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Make a Gift in Honor of Bishop deForest 

 

Those wishing to honor Bishop Christopher deForest 
are invited to make a gift to his charity of choice, the 
Haitian Timoun Foundation. Donations support 
HTF’s work with children, families, and communities 
in Haiti. 

Donate Today  

 

 

Share a Message of Gratitude  

 

Whether you'll be attending the service or not, you're invited to share a note of thanks, 

a favorite memory, or a blessing for Bishop deForest as he concludes his ministry as 
Bishop of the Northeastern Pennsylvania Synod. 

Share Message  
 

 

https://85w69xdbb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0014ubH1TUCAX7XXHnqVamypeeDqf4o3e8OnkYWZEtAAMI8mjBq99EYO_ZXKtA95G21GPmRCqDYGH16pe6yXcnQVhQHnNalYKZqxDGhmXBhBAll9T0P8dD0IC7Bu91DOB8nsgxOsab7N1Q0-DPd-0YLfQdzZPci1RmesRjJtMmnEKvSYbywDa8n4BRP-DF_LB15&c=4HsaKGJ1u8F6PHYjdEnP0Bs5dq3yZaltnJ1EHmRkodArurKtnMQ01w==&ch=4-C0h91aCu9GoXnz50Ux7OBlAxW2vAk6fchjBv-4hobLN5aHfQvZpw==
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The annual Choice 102 Stuff the Bus campaign kicked off on Friday at Meyer’s RV and Marine 

in Sayre. The school supply drive, which is brought to you by Meyer’s RV, Guthrie Clinic, 

C&N Bank, AJ Freedom Financial, the Sayre Elks, Chambers Bus Service and Choice 102, will 

run through Friday, August 21st. School supplies and monetary donations can be dropped off at 

Meyer’s RV and Marine, located at 209 Spring Street in Sayre, Monday through Thursday from 9 a.m. 

to 7 p.m. and Friday and Saturday from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. The school supplies will be distributed to the 

Athens, Sayre and Waverly school districts.  
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Hello Churches, 

Still hot weather, but we are gearing up for the cold. 

 As we change from summer clothes to winter or as you may be sorting for back to school, 

please consider donating clean, gently used size M, Lg, Ex-lg, long sleeve sweatshirts, chamois 

shirts, flannel shirts fleece or sweaters. Could use a few Tee shirts, same sizes. We never refuse 

long underwear.   

We always need adult gloves or mittens. Could use scarves. 

We have been blessed with yarn! We have a dedicated group of knitters and crocheters that 

make scarves, hats and mittens but we could always use more. We can supply the yarn and a 

couple patterns. Just ask. We have a few knitting needles and crochet hooks free for the asking. 

We need travel size shampoo and lotion, 

We have a wonderful group of regular volunteers but there is always room for more. ONLY 

SKILL NEEDED IS TO TIE A KNOT. REALLY! Coffee break included with tasty homemade 

treats and healthy snacks. Lots of laughter and camaraderie. 

We just had our 34th anniversary. Would people keep coming back if it weren't fun? Join the 

fellowship while your hands are doing good. All are welcome! 
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